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The Comparative Connections chapter on US-India relations covering the period September to December
2022 highlighted the challenge of getting past Cold-War era di�erences to fully capitalize on
Indo-Pacific synergies. In the months between September and December of 2023, Cold War-era
di�erences took center stage in the bilateral partnership. As a sliver of hope that the partnership would
transform into a formal alliance emerged earlier in the year, these di�erences were spoilers. Di�erences
in outlook brought to light the perennial challenges in the relationship and the need to get past the
muscle memory of the Cold War for substantial engagement as defense and security allies. Despite these
political and security di�erences, economic and technological cooperation largely expanded with
increased cooperation in critical technologies and supply chain diversification initiatives. US industries
broke new ground in expanding their footprint in India, and Indian conglomerates invested in the US,
capitalizing on the Biden administration’s Inflation Reduction Act and other industrial policies.
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Indo-Pacific, Vol. 25, No. 3, January 2024. Preferred citation: Akhil Ramesh, “US-India Relations: One Step
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While technological advancements in the fourth
industrial revolution and the rapidly evolving
global macroeconomic landscape warrant new
partnerships and alliances, political di�erences
hold bilateral partnerships as prisoners of the
past—such as the one between New Delhi and
Washington.

The last four months suggest that the perennial
challenge boils down to the clash of a values-led
approach vs. an interest-led approach to foreign
a�airs. Washington’s vacillation regarding
India’s, and of note, the Modi administration’s
fit as a partner of shared values continues to
hamper realizing the true potential of the
“indispensable partnership.” India, for its part
continues to conduct its statecraft using an
interest-based and in a value-agnostic
way—establishing partnerships with nations
that serve its long-term economic, political, and
technological interests. Despite both
democracies working toward stabilizing
relations with China, interests were aligned on
broader strategic concerns vis-à-vis China and
in keeping the Indo-Pacific a safe and secure
region. That said, divergences in ideological
values remained. This mismatch in values was
profound in the domestic political sphere.

To the Polls

Both India and the US go to the polls in 2024.
Adding a layer of complexity to the democratic
exercise are flash-in-the-pan issues the parties
use to boost their political capital. In India,
several such issues have been blown out of
proportion to whip up support for parties
running for o�ce. While the controversy
surrounding the suggested name change of
India to Bharat lost steam toward the end of the
summer, a more significant development on the
domestic front were state-level elections in five
Indian states of Madhya Pradesh, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, and Rajasthan.

While analysts and pollsters predicted a
thumping comeback for the opposition Congress
party, it proved to be a shocker with the largest
opposition party losing all but one race. Even
though Congress surprised many with its victory
in the central/southern state of Telangana, the
bigger shock was its loss to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in the Hindi heartland, squashing
hopes of a revival in parliamentary elections
scheduled for the summer of 2024. The BJP’s
victory in the state-level elections will aid in
implementing structural and macroeconomic

reforms both at the federal and local level,
assisting US businesses through stable
governance.

In US politics, while India did not feature
directly in the GOP primary debates, references
to Biden administration’s policies toward China
in the primary debates have an impact on
US-India relations. The Biden administration’s
first few years in o�ce were largely an
extension of the Trump administration's
hardline or hawkish position on China.
However, over the last year, US-China relations
have begun to slowly stabilize to the extent that
the two are back to dialogue and regular
interactions. Given that shared concerns over a
rising China have transformed the bilateral
US-India partnership, a lowering of US-China
tensions could, consequently, dial back or at the
least slow progress in US-India relations.

While most polls indicate a third term for the
BJP, in the US the result is not predictable at this
stage given the Republican primaries are not
complete. Nonetheless, any extension of the
Biden administration’s policies of the last year
toward China will negate the urgency for
increased cooperation between the US and India
across security and defense spheres.

Furthermore, in an election year in India, it is
commonplace for politicians to make bombastic
statements, including on foreign policy. As the
BJP celebrates the successful delivery of one of
its electoral promises of building the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya, any violence or religious
conflict that ensues as a result could a�ect the
bilateral relationship.

The partnership cannot rely on political and
security cooperation as its pillars. As has been
the case over the last two decades and very
much so over the last two years, the partnership
is increasingly built on a dynamic technological
and economic foundation.

After all, for all the divergences, the Modi
administration’s steady march away from the
socialist policies of the Nehruvian era is
welcomed by both Washington and Wall Street.
The penchant for the Modi administration to
choose industrial policy for targeted e�orts to
support private enterprise to compete with
Chinese state-owned enterprises is not viewed
in the same light or as a “License Raj 2.0”. While
it is a far cry from laissez-faire market
economics, it is the most capitalist government
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in the nation’s history. As a matter of fact,
former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram chided
the incumbent finance chief Nirmala
Sitharaman’s announced budget in as the most
capitalist budget ever to have been presented to
Parliament. What the former minister meant as
a criticism is more of a badge of honor for the
current administration and precisely what the
doctor ordered to capitalize on the China+1
strategies of global conglomerates.

From License Raj 2.0 to Capitalism 1.0

In a sign of its pivot to capitalism, all
outstanding US-India trade disputes were
resolved with the final reduction in import
tari�s on US poultry exports. It was not long ago
when then President Trump characterized the
Indian prime minister as “tari� king” for his
administration’s high tari�s on a range of goods
imported from the US. Fast forward to 2024, all
trade disputes between the US and India have
been resolved and India is absorbing several
manufacturing and assembly units moving out
of China.

In mid-December, Indian Ambassador to US
Taranjit Singh Sandhu attended the event
launching the first tranche of “Made in India”
bicycles for Walmart. The Walmart story is
suggestive of a larger shift. In 2018 the world’s
largest retailers sourced over 80% of its goods
from China. In 2020, that figure dropped to 60%
while imports from India rose significantly. The
company has a target of sourcing $10 billion
worth of goods from India by 2027. Such
initiatives are part of the supply chain
diversification initiative coupled with increased
cross-border investments increase economic
interlinkages between the two economies.
Indian companies are investing in the US,
capitalizing on the Inflation Reduction Act. In
October, Epsilon Materials announced a $650
million investment in North Carolina to battery
materials for EV batteries.

Figure 1 Indian Ambassador Taranjit Singh Sandhu
posing with a bicycle made in India in the United
States. Photo:Sandhu TaranjitS

India successfully convened the G20meeting. At
the outset of the 2+2ministerial meeting, Indian
External A�airs Minister Subhramanyam
Jaishankar thanked the US administration for its
unwavering support. As the chapter covering
May to September highlighted, New Delhi has a
unique role to play in bridging the Western
world and the Global South. Between September
and December, New Delhi capitalized on every
opportunity to voice the concerns of the Global
South, while the US led the G7 nations in
di�erent theaters such as the Israel-Palestine
and the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

President Biden, PrimeMinister Modi, and other
G20 leaders unveiled the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor as a direct
competitor to China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). Adding to the existing I2U2 (Israel, India,
United States and United Arab Emirates)
partnership, the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic corridor opened another channel for
expanded cooperation among India’s largest
trading partners (besides China) of the US and
UAE. Moreover, these initiatives not only take
on China’s BRI but also increase Washington’s
engagement with the developing world.

In early September, the Indian Ministry of
Defense (MoD) held the first virtual meeting of
the India-US Defense Acceleration Ecosystem
(INDUS-X) Senior Advisory Group with the US
Department of Defense (DoD). While it has a
long way to go toward increased joint
production capabilities as New Delhi has with
Moscow, it is a step in the right direction.
Another strategic endeavor was the jet engine
deal. In a surprising turn of events, the US
Congress approved the joint production of jet
engines with India in August 2023. India’s
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited is slated to
jointly produce jet engines with General Electric.
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These partnerships and developments in supply
chain diversification initiatives would have been
unfathomable a decade ago.

While economic and commercial engagement
moved largely in the right direction, political,
intelligence and security ties were a mixed bag.

An Old Friend Better than Two New Friends?

In late September, the US and Indian armies
co-hosted events in New Delhi: the Indo-Pacific
Armies Chiefs Conference (IPACC), the
Indo-Pacific Armies Management Seminar
(IPAMS), and the Senior Enlisted Leaders Forum
(SELF) 2023 over three days. Two months later,
Special Forces personnel from the Indian East
Command joined personnel from the 1st Special
Forces Group (SFG) of the US Special Forces for
the 13th Vajra Prahar Joint Exercise in Umroi,
Meghalaya in northeast India.

Figure 2 A three-day convergence of military leaders
from the Indo-Pacific region, comprising IPACC,
IPAMS, and SELF-2023, is jointly organized by the
Indian Army and the US Army. Photo: IANS

The military of both nations are engaged in
activities improving their interoperability and
coordination. However, as the Ukraine crisis has
shown, Cold War partnerships can spoil
flourishing US-India ties. This time, it was a
separatist movement with links to Pakistani
intelligence that paralyzed the partnership for a
few weeks.

In the first half of 2023, Indian missions in the
US, UK, Australia and Canada came under
vicious attacks by Sikh separatist groups that
want to carve out Punjab and other northern
states of India to create a nation called
Khalistan. This violent separatist movement
seeks to carve out a separate theocratic Sikh
state in India, and has been tied to bombings,
assassinations, kidnappings and the selective
killing and massacres of civilians. This has

resulted in nearly 22,000 deaths of Indian Sikhs
and Hindus since the 1980s. The violence took
on an international angle when Canada-based
Khalistani militants blew up an Air India flight
in 1985, killing all 329 people on board.

Figure 3 A Khalistan Referendum Event organized in
Canada by the pro-khalistani group Sikhs for Justice
(SFJ). Source: ANI file photo

This violent movement lost steam in the late
‘80s after the assassination of Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi by her Sikh security
guards. Over the last few decades, there have
been isolated incidents, but the movement has
found no resurgence in India but only in cities of
the Five Eyes security group in the last few
years. Over the last year, Indian consulates in
the US, Canada, UK, and Australia were attacked
by armed members of the separatist group. At
the Indian Consulate General in San Francisco,
Khalistan separatists set the neighboring
building on fire -- luckily no one was hurt. In
the UK, the Indian flag was pulled down and in
Australia, temples and consulate property were
vandalized. While these events did not make the
headlines in Western press, a drama unfolded,
starting with Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s airplane having issues at the G20 in
New Delhi which was followed by the Canadian
leader accusing the Indian government of
undertaking an assassination on Canadian soil.
While it was reported later that a Five Eyes ally
had shared intelligence of this alleged plot by
Indian government agents and back-channel
discussions were ongoing, the discussions did
not prevent the crisis from getting media
scrutiny, at least in the Western world. This
issue flowed into US discourse when the US
government accused India of plotting to
assassinate dual Canadian-American citizen
(labeled a terrorist in India). The lower district
court of Manhattan charged Indian national
Nikhil Gupta with murder for hire and
conspiracy to commit to murder for hire. The
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indictment set back US-India relations, with
Washington publicly accusing New Delhi of
orchestrating a plot to assassinate a US citizen.
The Indian government denied any involvement
in the plot and instituted a committee to probe
the accusations.

Subsequently, there were several high-level
visits to New Delhi, including the directors of
the FBI and CIA. Several reports have indicated
the separatist movements links to Pakistan’s
intelligence agency the ISI. The US continuing to
take a nonconfrontational approach with its
former partner in the “war on terror” is turning
out to be a thorn in the US-India bilateral
partnership.

Weeks after this ordeal, the Oval O�ce rejected
the Indian government’s invitation to be the
chief guest of the Indian Republic Day
celebrations on Jan. 26. Initially, the plan was
Japan, Australia, and the US would attend the
event, allowing the four nations of the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (“Quad”) to
stand together at the Republic Day celebrations.
That did not pan out. While analysts such as
Bruno Maçães predicted embarrassment and
isolation for India without a chief guest, a
product of its alleged activities abroad—India
extended an invitation to French President
Emmanuel Macron, who accepted the invitation
on X, saying “thank you for your invitation, my
dear friend. India, on your Republic Day, I’ll be
here to celebrate with you!"

With these events, the US-India partnership was
again held hostage to Henry Kissinger’s
legacy—a foreign policy that pitted and
prioritized relations with Pakistan and China vs
India. New Delhi in response returned to its old
friends, France and Russia.

Walking DownMemory Lane

In September 2023, India successfully convened
the G20, its calls for including the Africa Union
materialized and it hosted leaders from
Sub-Saharan Africa for a dialogue led by the
external a�airs minister a month later. Media
drew parallels to the assembly of leaders at the
G20 with the non-alignment summit convened
by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi—the only
di�erence being the leaders that made the cover.
There is an old saying often used in Indian
foreign policy discourse that goes, “an old
friend is better than two new friends.” This has
been quoted by the Indian prime minister

himself speaking alongside Russian President
Vladimir Putin as far back as 2016 to emphasize
that the bilateral relationship is not limited to
politics or trade but a friendship that lasts the
test of time and geopolitical currents. Indian
External A�airs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar,
reminiscing over the supposed heydays of
India-Soviet Union ties in 1962, while on a trip
to Moscow shared on X an invitation letter to
visit Moscow his father received while he was
India’s foreign secretary. In an interview with
ANI News, editor Smita Prakash asked
Jaishankar about giving conflicting messages by
posting from his Moscow trip as sort of a “mind
game”; he responded that his mind games were
working.
His trip to Russia came at the backdrop of the
commotion surrounding the plot to assassinate
a Khalistan separatist. A movement supported
by Pakistan and indirectly by the US at the
height of the Cold War was once again proving
that the muscle memory of the Cold War was
more formidable than imagined.

Figure 4 Invitation letter EAM S. Jaishankar’s father
received to visit Moscow. Source: S. Jaishankur via X

While the US and its allies continue to engage
Pakistan and refrain from adopting a
zero-tolerance policy toward its support of
separatist activity that threatens India’s
national security, India has continued to
emphasize its friendship with its Cold-War era
partner.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Acting
Deputy Secretary Victoria Nuland met Pakistani
Chief of Army Sta� Asim Munir weeks prior to
the EAM’s trip to Moscow. These maneuvers are
not healthy for bilateral US-India relations as
they foster tit-for-tat diplomacy—a challenge
to making any headway in bilateral relations.
The US-India partnership remains caught in
this vicious cycle.

US-INDIA RELATIONS | JANUARY 2024
67

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/delhi/fbi-director-christopher-wray-meets-cbi-chief-in-delhi-2805787
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/pannun-murder-plot-biden-sent-cia-chief-william-burns-india-investigate-2469878-2023-12-01
https://www.hudson.org/foreign-policy/pakistan-s-destabilization-playbook-khalistan-separatist-activism-within-the-us
https://x.com/MacaesBruno/status/1734809263598350674?s=20
https://twitter.com/EmmanuelMacron/status/1738189685195702298?lang=en
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/donald-trumps-plans-if-he-returns-to-the-white-house-include-deportation-raids-tariffs-and-mass-firings-11699803288049.html
https://www.theweek.in/theweek/cover/2023/09/02/g20-summit-marks-india-s-arrival-on-the-global-stage.amp.html
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1739253109719773476?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAGy5LELsjw
https://theprint.in/world/kashmir-on-agenda-as-pakistan-army-chief-visits-us-meets-blinken-austin/1887878/


Complicating matters, two major events were
slowly unfolding in the background with
potential large-scale and long-term
implications for the bilateral partnership. One is
the expansion of the BRICS group, once
dismissed as a flash-in-the-pan initiative borne
out of a banker’s analysis of emerging markets
that has proven to be much more. On Jan. 1 the
group expanded to include Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates, Iran, Ethiopia, and Egypt. The
group, while not explicitly anti-Western, seeks
increased representation in what they perceive
as largely a multipolar world. As the group
expands and gains broader significance, India’s
role could further distance it from the Western
nations and, of note, the US.

The second is the steps the Biden administration
taken to stabilize ties with Beijing. It has
reopened talks at the highest levels, including
military-to-military dialogue and
presidential-level meetings such as the one on
the sidelines of the APEC meeting in San
Francisco. Beijing has responded in proportion
and eased visas for US travelers and called for
engagement. Coupled with subnational
diplomacy undertaken by governors such as
Gavin Newsom of California and J.B. Pritsker of
Illinois, and business leaders remaining
enthusiastic about the Chinese market,
Washington’s approach to Beijing could
undercut increased cooperation with New Delhi.

India, while not as overt and forward-leaning as
Washington, has, for its part, reopened dialogue
with China, at least at the track-two level. A
delegation from Fudan university visited a think
tank in New Delhi for a dialogue and shortly
after another delegation of senior-level
diplomats made a trip out to the ideological
brains of the BJP, the Rastriya Swayam Sevak
Sangh’s Smruti Mandir. In a surprising turn of
events, the Chinese nationalist tabloid Global
Times ran an article praising the Modi
administration’s suggested name change to
Bharat. Nonetheless, between Washington and
New Delhi, only one (New Delhi) has lost men
and according to some sources, territory, to
China making stabilizing or dialing back
relations much harder and unlikely.
Furthermore, engagement between Delhi and
Beijing has so far been limited to track-two
discussions and military-to-military dialogues
to settle the border dispute. The Wuhan and
Mammallapuram Xi-Modi summit in 2019, was
the last leader-level dialogue between India and

China. Post Doklam and Galwan valley clashes,
there have been no high-level state visits nor
dialogues between the two nations. The same
cannot be said of the United States. From
subnational to track-two dialogues, the US has
taken every measure to stabilize relations with
China.

From New Delhi’s standpoint, the US has
therefore not been a reliable partner vis-a-vis
China and Pakistan. However, from
Washington’s standpoint, New Delhi was not
upholding the supposed shared values and not
acting like a reliable partner by engaging Russia.

Despite domestic politics taking center stage
due to elections in 2024, cooperation in the
economic and technological sphere will
continue to be led as political and security
cooperation between the US and India appears
to lag. Furthermore, with new multilateral
platforms, the divergence in understanding of
the state of the world, i.e. multipolarity vs
bipolarity, will limit the understanding of each
other’s strategic a�airs.

Conclusion

Within the values-interest paradigm, values
gain salience when aligned with interests, which
could lead to foreign policy congruence.
US-India cooperation in addressing the
belligerence of China in the Indo-Pacific is one
possibility. Categorizing Russia-India joint
production of defense equipment as a betrayal of
shared values misses the forest for the trees.
Joint production of defense goods not only
secures India’s borders but through exports of
equipment such as the Brahmos supersonic
missile to Indo-Pacific nations such as
Philippines and possibly Vietnam and Indonesia,
overall deterrence measures are strengthened in
the wider Indo-Pacific region. As noted in
previous chapters, the marked expansion of
relations between US and India across spheres
sits on the foundation of a perceived China
threat. Any strategic decision that addresses the
threat is a point of convergence.

Washington’s recent acts to stabilize relations
with China and New Delhi’s interest in having
dialogue with Beijing reveal cracks in that
foundation. Widening the cracks are
Washington’s lack of attention to separatist
movements on Indian soil that Delhi considers a
threat to its national security. These events
undercut progress made on the political front,
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such as attempts at courting India and, on the
other end, bringing the US into the Global South.
These events reinforce the perception of the US
as part of an elite club of Western nations in
groups such as Five Eyes and the G7 while India
continues to form and become part of new
groups that represent the Global South.

Still, a combination of macroeconomic and
geopolitical factors has influenced commercial,
technological, and trade decisions. In 2024, a lot
will rest on US-India cooperation in
technological domains and supply chain
diversification initiatives to sustain the upward
momentum in relations.
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CHRONOLOGY OF US-INDIA RELATIONS

SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2023

Sept. 4, 2023: President Biden, Prime Minister
Modi, and other G20 leaders unveil the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
,which is seen as a direct competitor to China’s
BRI.

Sept. 5, 2023: Indian Ministry of Defence (MoD)
holds first virtual meeting of the India-US
Defense Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X)
Senior Advisory Group with the US Department
of Defense (DoD).
 
Sept. 8, 2023: Prime Minister Modi welcomes
Biden to India. They rea�rmed their
commitment to the G20 and expressed
confidence that the outcomes of the G20
Leaders’ Summit in New Delhi will advance their
shared goals.

Sept. 8, 2023: Indian Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman meets US Secretary of the Treasury
Janet Yellen while both attended the G20
Leaders’ Summit.
 
Sept. 8, 2023: India reduces import tari�s on US
poultry, which resolves the last US-India trade
dispute.  

Sept. 9, 2023: President Biden joins Prime
Minister Modi and leaders of Argentina, Brazil,
Italy, Mauritius, and the United Arab Emirates
to launch the Global Biofuels Alliance on the
sidelines of the G20 Leaders’ Summit.
 
Sept. 9, 2023: India and the US, along with the
European Union, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, and other G20 partners, sign a
memorandum of understanding on the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor,
or IMEC. Included in the deal is a railway to link
Middle Eastern countries and connect them to
India by port.
 

Sept. 10, 2023: President Biden visits the Raj
Ghat memorial with Prime Minister Modi and
other G20 leaders.

Sept. 21, 2023: I2U2 group, comprising of the
US, India, Israel, and the UAE, launches a new
website for project proposals.
 
Sept. 22, 2023: Secretary of State Antony
Blinken meets Indian External A�airs Minister
S. Jaishankar and Japanese and Australian
counterparts on the sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly meeting in New York. 

Sept. 26, 2023: Representatives from the Indian
Ministry of Tourism meet Brian Beall, director
of the US National Travel and Tourism O�ce
(NTTO), and other NTTO representatives in New
Delhi.

Sept. 26, 2023: Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Indo-Pacific Security A�airs Ely Ratner
co-chairs the US-India 2+2 Intersessional
Dialogue with US Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian A�airs Donald Lu,
Indian Ministry of External A�airs Additional
Secretary Vani Rao, and Indian Ministry of
Defense Joint Secretary Vishwesh Negi in
Washington, DC.
 
Sept. 26, 2023: Delegation from the US Food and
Drug Administration visits Divi’s Laboratories,
an Indian manufacturer of artificial
pharmaceutical ingredients, in Hyderabad. 
 
Sept. 27, 2023: US and Indian Armies conclude a
three-day series of co-hosted events in New
Delhi: Indo-Pacific Armies Chiefs Conference
(IPACC), the Indo-Pacific Armies Management
Seminar (IPAMS), and the Senior Enlisted
Leaders Forum (SELF)- 2023. 

Sept. 28, 2023: US Trade Representative
Katherine Tai meets EAM S. Jaishankar.
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Sept. 28, 2023: EAM Jaishankar meets US
National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan and
Secretary Blinken in Washington, DC. 

Sept. 28, 2023: USMission to India meets goal to
process 1 million visa applications from Indians
wishing to come to the US.

Sept. 29, 2023: US Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin receives EAM Jaishankar at the Pentagon.

Sept. 29, 2023: EAM Jaishankar meets US
Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo.

Oct. 5, 2023: Indian Ambassador to the US
Taranjit Singh Sandhu visits Fort Wainwright,
Alaska to observe some of Exercise Yudh Abhyas,
a joint exercise of the US and Indian armies.

Oct. 14, 2023: Prime Minister Modi inaugurates
the 141st International Olympic Committee (IOC)
session in Mumbai.

Oct. 20, 2023: US National Science Foundation
(NSF) announces that earlier that week, NSF
Director Sethuraman Panchanathan met
Ambassador Sripriya Ranganathan, deputy chief
of mission of the Embassy of India, at NSF
headquarters.

Oct. 23, 2023: EAM Jaishankar delivers an
address to US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti
and other international representatives
attending the G20 tree planting ceremony at
Nehru Park.

Oct. 24, 2023: President Biden awards the
National Medal of Technology and Innovation to
Indian-Americans Ashok Gadgil and Subra
Suresh for their contributions to science and
technology.

Oct. 25, 2023: Food and Drug Administration
publishes article by Commissioner Robert Cali�
outlining his trip to India a few weeks prior,
where he met health o�cials and experts in the
public and private sector.

Oct. 27, 2023: US Ambassador to India Garcetti
visits the Next Generation Sequencing (NGS)
laboratory at North Goa District Hospital with
members of the Goa Health Department and
o�cials of United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) India.

Oct. 28, 2023: Indian Minister of Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal meets USTR Tai in Osaka
ahead of the G7 Trade Ministers’ Meeting.

Nov. 2, 2023: US Ambassador to India Garcetti
speaks at the Global Energy Alliance for People
and Planet (GEAPP)’s Energy Transition
Dialogues in New Delhi.

Nov. 9, 2023: Indian Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh receives Secretary of Defense Austin at the
airport in New Delhi.

Nov. 9, 2023: EAM Jaishankar meets Secretary of
State Blinken.

Nov. 10, 2023: Secretary of Defense Austin
meets Minister of Defense Singh, EAM
Jaishankar, and Prime Minister Modi after
co-chairing the fifth US-India 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue with Secretary of State Blinken,
Minister Singh, andMinister Jaishankar.

Nov. 12, 2023: US President Biden and his wife
celebrate Diwali at the White House.

Nov. 14, 2023: Secretary of Commerce
Raimondo and Indian Minister of Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal launch the
“Innovation Handshake” agenda, fortifying the
countries’ partnership in technology.

Nov. 14, 2023: Minister of Commerce and
Industry Goyal meets USTR Tai while attending
the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
ministerial in San Francisco.

Nov. 15, 2023: Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO) Chairman and Department
of Space (DOS) Secretary Shri Somanath Smeets
Dr. Laurie Leshin, director of NASA’s Jet
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Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) at ISRO
Headquarters.

Nov. 16, 2023: Indian Minister of Commerce and
Industry Goyal, Consumer A�airs, Food and
Public Distribution, Textiles, and Leader of the
House, Rajya Sabha, meets President Biden at
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
welcome reception.

Nov. 17, 2023: US Ambassador to India Garcetti
attends Nexus’ annual Alumni Celebration
Event, engaging with dignitaries from Indian
government agencies Startup India and iDEX as
well as startup personnel from several
businesses a�liated with Nexus.

Nov. 17, 2023: INDUS-X closes its first two
challenges: iDEX Maritime Intelligence,
Surveillance, and Recognizance (ISR) Challenge,
seeking oil spill detection and tracking
technologies, and the iDEX Underwater
Communication Challenge, seeking new
hardware and software technologies that can
support high-bandwidth underwater
communication.

Nov. 20, 2023: USAID Deputy Assistant
Administrator of the Bureau for Asia Änjali Kaur
begins a six-day o�cial visit to Dharamshala
and New Delhi.

Nov. 21, 2023: Special Forces personnel from the
Indian East Command join personnel from the
1st Special Forces Group (SFG) of the US Special
Forces for the 13th Vajra Prahar Joint Exercise in
Umroi, Meghalaya.

Nov. 22, 2023: Prime Minister Modi opens the
Virtual G20 Leaders’ Summit.

Nov. 23, 2023: US Embassy in India announces
that it has processed more visa applications in
2023 than in any other year to date.

Nov. 26, 2023: US Ambassador to India Garcetti
pays tribute to the victims of the 26/11 attacks in
Mumbai on their 15th anniversary, pledging

continued cooperation between the US and India
in counterterrorism e�orts.

Nov. 28, 2023: Indian UnionMinister for Science
and Technology Dr. Jitendra Singh meets NASA
Administrator Bill Nelson.

Nov. 28, 2023: USAID Assistant Administrator of
the Bureau for Asia Michael Schi�er speaks at
the Global Summit on LiFE Economy: From
Principles to Action in New Delhi.

Nov. 29, 2023: NASA Administrator Nelson
announces at an event in Bengaluru that NASA
will train an Indian astronaut for a voyage to the
International Space Station (ISS) that could take
place as early as 2024.

Nov. 29, 2023: Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Pema Khandu inaugurates The Hump WWII
Museum in Pasighat with US Ambassador to
India Garcetti.

Nov. 30, 2023: Indian Ambassador to the US
Taranjit Singh Sandhu meets Rep. Mike Rogers,
chairman of the House Foreign A�airs
Committee.

Dec. 4, 2023: US Deputy National Security
Advisor Jonathan Finer meets EAM Jaishankar
and Indian National Security Adviser Ajit Doval.

Dec. 7, 2023: Indian Joint Secretary of
Disarmament and International Security A�airs
Muanpuii Saiawi leads the meeting of the
Monitoring Mechanism of the India-US
Strategic Trade Dialogue (IUSSTD) with Thea
Rozman Kendlar, US assistant secretary of
Commerce for Export Administration.

Dec. 7, 2023: Department of State names Indian
activist Nikhil Dey an International
Anti-Corruption Champion.

Dec. 7, 2023: Inaugural Indian Consul General
Prakash Gupta attends a welcome reception
honoring his arrival in anticipation of the
opening of a new Indian consulate in Seattle,
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hosted by the RoundGlass India Center of Seattle
University.

Dec. 11, 2023: Former Indian national
cybersecurity coordinator Lt. Gen. Rajesh Pant
co-hosts the Global Cooperation and Training
Framework (GCTF) Workshop on Collaboration
on Cybersecurity with US Ambassador to India
Garcetti, Taiwanese Representative to India
Baushuan Ger, and the United Service
Institution of India.

Dec. 14, 2023: Indian Ambassador to the US
Sandhu attends launch of the first
made-in-India bicycles to be sold at Walmart.

Dec. 19, 2023: Indian Ambassador to the US
Sandhu meets Secretary of State Blinken at the
State Department’s end of the year event.

Dec. 19, 2023: US State Department hosts
representatives from India, Japan, and Australia
at the Quad Counterterrorism Working Group
meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii.
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