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The “Year of Elections” is upon us and, notwithstanding a ripple or two, there have been no upsets. In 
Taiwan, the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) candidate won with roughly 40% of the vote, given 
the divided opposition. Incoming President William Lai Ching-te is expected to extend olive branches 
Beijing’s way when inaugurated on May 20 but the odds of Beijing being receptive are depressingly low. In 
Pakistan, candidates associated with former Prime Minister Imran Khan won the most seats but not 
enough to form a new government (or get Khan out of jail). In Indonesia, defense minister and retired army 
Gen. Prabowo Subianto won as expected, the only (minor) surprise being his first-round majority, avoiding 
a June runoff (and giving him lots of time to prepare for his October inauguration). In Russia, to no one’s 
surprise, Vladimir Putin emerged victorious, having neutered (if not murdered) any credible opposition. In 
South Korea, President Yoon Suk Yeol’s People Power Party failed to unseat the opposition in National 
Assembly elections, causing many to refer to him as a lame duck, despite three years remaining in his term. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is also expected to emerge victorious with India’s elections still underway. 
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President Yoon’s tenuous political position and 
the continued political weakness of Japanese 
Prime Minister Kishida Fumio (who faces an LDP 
leadership election this fall), when combined 
with former US President Donald Trump’s ever-
looming shadow as US presidential election 
politics heat up, have added a sense of urgency 
behind efforts in all three countries to 
institutionalize their budding trilateral 
relationship in the wake of last summer’s 
groundbreaking Camp David Summit. 
 
Minilateral cooperation was the order of the day 
this reporting period, not just among the United 
States, Korea, and Japan, but involving the US, 
Japan, and Philippines and the increasingly 
popular (in some quarters) AUKUS (Australia, 
US, and United Kingdom) defense and 
technology-sharing arrangement. Washington’s 
efforts at strengthening its Quad relationship is 
being met by a new quad, the so-called “axis of 
upheaval” involving Beijing, Moscow, 
Pyongyang, and Tehran. Finally, a few words 
about economics relations. If anyone was 
expecting major progress in trade policy during a 
US election year, they clearly have not been 
paying attention. Nonetheless, the Indo-Pacific 
Economic Framework for Prosperity is slowly 
taking substance, but there is a long way to go 
and, like so many regional developments, any 
progress could be undone in a Trump presidency. 
 
The “Year of Elections” 
 
As we summarized in our January report, the year 
of elections is upon us, with national leadership 
up for grabs (in some cases more than others) in 
seven of the world’s 10 largest countries, all 
(technically speaking) in the Indo-Pacific region. 
All told, more than 60 countries representing 
half the world population—some 4 billion 
people—will hold regional, legislative, and 
presidential elections this year.  
 
Taiwan  
 
The people of Taiwan (or at least 40% of voters) 
selected the ruling DPP candidate, (William) Lai 
Ching-te over Hou Yu-ih from the Kuomintang 
(KMT) and Ko Wen-je of the Taiwan People’s 
Party (TPP). A fourth major candidate, 
independent businessman Terry Gou, founder of 
the world’s largest electronics manufacturer, 
Foxconn, dropped out last November after 
reports that Beijing, which made no secret of its 
support for the KMT and its dismay over the split 
opposition, reportedly began an investigation 

into Foxconn. Attempts by the KMT and TPP to 
field a common candidate failed, however, 
opening the door for the DPP’s less-than-
majority win.  
 

 
Figure 1 Taiwan President-elect Lai Ching-te speaks 
as Incoming Defence Minister Wellington Koo stands 
next to him during a press conference where incoming 
cabinet members are announced, in Taipei, Taiwan 
April 25, 2024. Photo: Carlos Garcia Rawlins 
 
While securing the presidency, the DPP lost its 
majority in the Legislative Yuan. The TPP, with 
its eight seats, now gets to play kingmaker over 
the KMT (52 seats) and DPP (51 seats). The 
China-Taiwan chapter provides analysis of the 
implications of a third straight DPP-run 
administration. All eyes will now be on Lai’s May 
20 inauguration address which, if the past is 
precedent, will include overtures toward Beijing 
“on the basis of equality.” While this will provide 
Xi Jinping with an opportunity to find a new 
“2024 consensus,” odds are it will be an 
opportunity the mainland fails to seize. 
  
Pakistan  
 
The Indo-Pacific’s biggest election surprise thus 
far was the ability of candidates associated with 
the jailed former prime minister and star cricket 
player Imran Khan to win the most seats (but not 
a majority) in Feb. 8 national elections, despite 
his PTI party (Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf or 
Pakistan Movement for Justice) having been all 
but disbanded. While this did not prevent the 
Army’s preferred candidate, former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif of the Pakistan Muslim 
League, from forming a new government, it did 
demonstrate the limits of authoritarian control 
as long as some semblance of freedom of choice 
still exists. 
 
Russia 
 

https://cc.pacforum.org/2024/01/the-year-of-elections-is-upon-us/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/foxconn-founder-terry-gou-withdraws-race-be-taiwan-president-2023-11-24/
https://cc.pacforum.org/2024/05/taiwan-and-china-steady-as-she-goes/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/02/11/pakistan-military-elections-authoritarianism-imran-khan/
about:blank
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Regrettably, the same cannot be said in Russia, 
where President Vladimir Putin, now in 
command since 2000 (including a 2008-12 stint 
as prime minister when then-constitutional 
restrictions prohibited him from a third 
consecutive term) has once again emerged 
victorious in March 15-17 elections, after 
silencing most of his critics, including heroic 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny, who died in a 
Siberian prison several weeks before the election. 
Navalny supporters lodged a silent protest of 
sorts, when they called on voters to create long 
lines at polling stations at noon on the last day of 
voting.  
 

 
Figure 2 Russian presidential candidate and incumbent 
President Vladimir Putin speaks after polling stations 
closed, in Moscow, Russia, March 18. Photo: Maxim 
Shemetov 
 
Indonesia 

Unlike Taiwan, where the presidential candidate 
with the most votes wins, even with a plurality, 
in Indonesia the winner must achieve a majority 
of votes or face a runoff between the two leading 
contenders. To his credit, Probowo Subianto of 
the Great Indonesia Movement or Gerindra 
Party, managed to secure over 58% of the vote 
against ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of 
Struggle (Partai Demokrasi Indonesia 
Perjuangan or PDI-P) candidate Ganjar Pranowo 
(16%) and independent candidate Anies Rasyid 
Baswedan (25%), a former minister of Education 
and Culture under current President Joko Widodo 
(a.k.a. Jokowi) and subsequent governor of 
Jakarta. 

As a member of the Jokowi administration and 
with Jokowi’s son, Gibran Rakabuming Raka, as 
his running mate, Probowo was seen more as a 
continuation than an alternative to current 
administration policies and his early 
pronouncements underscore this belief. Like 
Jokowi, his first post-election, pre-inauguration 
overseas trip was to Japan and China, 

demonstrating his awareness of the necessity to 
balance relations with Asia’s two largest 
economies. He did attract media attention, 
however, when decrying the international 
“double standard” that has caused the world to 
rally behind Ukraine while largely ignoring the 
plight of the Palestinian people in Gaza.  
India  
 
National elections are underway in the “world’s 
largest democracy,” with voting spread out over 
seven phases between April 19 until June 1. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is expected to win, even though his 
rightwing Hindu party has been accused of 
suppressing democracy. Modi’s government has 
thus far successfully walked the tightrope 
between improving relations with Washington 
while restraining itself from being overly critical 
of its traditional partner (and major arms 
supplier) Russia, given Washington’s view of its 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (“Quad”) 
partner (along with Australia and Japan) as a 
necessary counterweight to China’s growing 
influence in the Indo-Pacific region.  
 

 
Figure 3 India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi gestures 
as he walks on the day he files his nomination papers 
for the general elections in Varanasi, India May 14, 
2024. Photo: Adnan Abidi 
 
Washington’s love affair with Modi is being 
severely tested, however, as more details emerge 
surrounding a failed assassination attempt 
against Sikh activist Gurpatwant Singh, a US 
citizen, reportedly undertaken by India’s spy 
agency, the Research and Analysis Wing, last 
summer. Compounding the problem (and adding 
credence to the charges) is the recent arrest, in 
Canada, of three Indian nationals accused of 
assassinating Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Canadian 
citizen and prominent campaigner for a separate 
Sikh homeland, in British Columbia last June. 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/17/europe/russia-election-navalny-protests-intl/index.html
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1450946/indonesia-2024-presidential-election-result/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Indonesia-s-Prabowo-visits-Japan-for-balance-after-his-China-trip
https://www.economist.com/by-invitation/2024/04/26/indonesias-president-elect-accuses-the-west-of-double-standards
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/apr/09/bjp-versus-democracy-india-opposition-alliance-cries-foul-as-election-nears
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/04/29/india-assassination-raw-sikhs-modi/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/03/americas/canada-sikh-nijjar-assassination-suspects-intl-latam/index.html
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previously announced that his government had 
credible information linking the Indian 
government to the killing. 
 
Japan  

Hopes that Japanese Prime Minister Kishida 
Fumio’s successful summit with US President Joe 
Biden would earn him a second term in office—
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) holds 
elections in the fall; the winner becomes 
president of the party and then prime minister of 
Japan by virtue of the LDP’s status as senior 
member of the ruling coalition—dissipated after 
April by-elections for three seats in Parliament. 
In those votes, scattered across the country in 
Nagasaki, Shimane, and Tokyo prefectures, the 
opposition Constitutional Democratic Party 
(CDP) won all by convincing margins. (In two of 
the three, the LDP didn’t bother fielding a 
candidate.) The shellacking has (temporarily at 
least) put an end to talk of a snap parliamentary 
election this summer—a vote must be held by fall 
2025—at which a convincing LDP win would 
consolidate Kishida’s hold on power. 

Figure 4 Yukio Edano, leader of the new Constitutional 
Democratic Party of Japan, speaks during a news 
conference in Tokyo. Photo: AP 

In theory, that vulnerability could upend many of 
the policies that Kishida and the LDP have 
trumpeted: a more visible regional and global 
role, closer ties to the United States, increasing 
efforts to counter China. If the public is less 
comfortable with Tokyo’s activism, worried 
about the state and trajectory of relations with 
the US or China, or unhappy about a doubling of 
the defense budget, a change in leadership could 
have big implications.  

At least in theory. In fact, it isn’t clear what the 
opposition stands for on those big issues or if a 

change in the prime minister’s office (whether 
the officeholder is from the LDP or not) would 
shift positions. Kishida may be at the center of 
gravity of Japanese national security policy and 
any future prime minister might continue 
current trajectories.  

This also assumes that Kishida’s weakness is a 
threat to his future. That too isn’t clearly the 
case. While the prime minister, his cabinet, and 
the LDP aren’t popular, that doesn’t mean that 
the public is ready for an alternative. While the 
opposition did well in the by-elections, there is 
little indication that it poses a national threat and 
that the ballots weren’t protest votes. Within the 
party, there is no obvious challenger to Kishida 
and finding a consensus candidate would require 
introspection and internal debate for which the 
LDP looks ill-prepared.  

South Korea  
 
Barring impeachment (a rare but not 
unprecedented event), Yoon Suk Yeol has three 
years remaining on his five-year term as South 
Korean president. But the failure of his People 
Power Party (PPP) to wrest control of the 
National Assembly from the opposition 
Democratic Party (DP), which won 175 seats to 
the PPP’s 108 in the 300-seat legislature, will 
result in “strong headwinds” as he attempts to 
pursue his domestic and foreign policy agendas. 
 
Yoon is expected to stick to his foreign policy 
priorities, which include strengthening the US-
South Korea alliance and an unyielding stance 
toward North Korean provocations. Most 
notably, Yoon appears determined to push 
forward to improving South Korea’s strained 
relationship with Japan and the building of close 
trilateral cooperation with Washington and 
Tokyo. This will no doubt continue to draw 
political backlash. During the National Assembly 
campaign, DP leader Lee Jae-myung stated that 
“This general election is a perfect new Korea-
Japan war,” adding “There are still too many 
pro-Japanese remnants in this country that have 
not been cleared up.” 
Trilateral Arrangement, Not Alliance 
 
While some enthusiastic supporters now refer to 
a US-South Korea-Japan “trilateral alliance,” 
purists will continue to call it an arrangement or 
cooperative agreement or use language of that 
sort. While formal alliances exist between the 
United States and South Korea and between the 
United States and Japan, there is no formal 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-indian-government-nijjar-1.6970498
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15249575
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/uploads/imported_images/uploads/2020/09/np_file_37791.jpeg
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/uploads/imported_images/uploads/2020/09/np_file_37791.jpeg
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/uploads/imported_images/uploads/2020/09/np_file_37791.jpeg
https://www.csis.org/analysis/south-koreas-2024-general-election-results-and-implications
https://www.donga.com/news/Politics/article/all/20240322/124114611/1
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alliance between South Korea and Japan or 
formally among the three. It would take a great 
deal of political courage in all three capitals, and 
perhaps a constitutional change or at least 
reinterpretation in Japan, for a formal trilateral 
alliance to be created. However, if all the Camp 
David initiatives and agreements can be 
institutionalized, it will go a long way toward 
establishing what has previously been dubbed as 
a “virtual alliance” cementing cooperation 
among the three like-minded partners who share 
democratic values and comparable social and 
legal systems. 
 
To that end, the three partners issued a Joint 
Statement on the Trilateral United States-Japan-
Republic of Korea Indo-Pacific Dialogue on Jan. 
6, identifying “a new chapter in our countries’ 
partnership and an important step forward to 
strengthen and more closely align our policies 
globally.” They “reiterated their ongoing 
commitment to trilateral maritime security and 
law enforcement cooperation in accordance with 
international law with a focus on support for 
capacity building in the region.” In case that was 
too subtle, the also noted “recent dangerous and 
escalatory behavior supporting unlawful 
maritime claims by the PRC in the South China 
Sea,” while reiterating their “firm commitment 
to international law, including the freedom of 
navigation and overflight, as reflected in the UN 
Convention on the Law of the Sea.” Rounding out 
their agreement, they “opposed any unilateral 
attempts to change the status quo by force or 
coercion anywhere in the waters of the Indo-
Pacific,” “condemned the DPRK’s continued 
development of its unlawful nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs, growing military cooperation 
with Russia, and grave human rights violations 
and abuses”; and “reaffirmed the importance of 
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait as 
indispensable to security and prosperity in the 
international community.” 
 
US-Japan-Philippines: A “New Chapter” Begins 
 
Coverage of the summit between President Biden 
and Japanese Prime Minister Kishida belongs in 
the US-Japan chapter. We, however, should 
comment on the first trilateral meeting among 
the US, Japanese, and Philippine heads of 
government that followed. The Joint Vision 
Statement that they released explained that the 
three countries are “bound together by historical 
ties of friendship, robust and growing economic 
relations, and a proud and resolute commitment 
to our shared fundamental values of freedom, 

democracy, respect for human rights, and the 
rule of law,” and pledged that they will work 
together “for decades to come.” 

Figure 4 Yukio Edano, leader of the new Constitutional 
Democratic Party of Japan, speaks during a news 
conference in Tokyo. Photo: AP 

The summit was the culmination of a process set 
in motion by the June 2023 meeting of the three 
national security advisors and had been building 
with joint exercises, consultations at 
increasingly senior levels, and efforts to forge 
cooperation across the widest possible range of 
government activities. It was intended to 
consolidate a relationship that has become 
increasingly important as China expands its 
activities in the South China Sea.  

At the summit, the three nations agreed to step 
up maritime security cooperation, including 
enhanced maritime domain awareness, as well as 
to launch a Japan-Philippines-US humanitarian 
assistance and disaster response exercise, which 
could be integrated into trilateral or multilateral 
activities. This is part of a broader effort to 
“advance trilateral defense cooperation, 
including through combined naval training and 
exercises between our three countries and 
additional partners,” such as Australia. 

It is telling that the first items on the list of 
deliverables from the summit were economic. 
Topping the agenda was the Luzon Economic 
Corridor, the first Partnership for Global 
Infrastructure and Investment corridor in the 
Indo-Pacific. This project will support 
connectivity between Subic Bay, Clark, Manila, 
and Batangas in the Philippines through 
“coordinated investments in high-impact 
infrastructure projects, including rail; ports 
modernization; clean energy and semiconductor 
supply chains and deployments; agribusiness; 
and civilian port upgrades at Subic Bay.” 

Second, they will work together on critical and 
emerging technologies, with the US and Japan 

https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Korea-Japan-Relations-Building-Alliance-Significant/dp/0892063580
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-trilateral-united-states-japan-republic-of-korea-indo-pacific-dialogue/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-trilateral-united-states-japan-republic-of-korea-indo-pacific-dialogue/
https://cc.pacforum.org/2024/05/washington-welcomes-prime-minister-kishida/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/04/11/joint-vision-statement-from-the-leaders-of-japan-the-philippines-and-the-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/04/11/joint-vision-statement-from-the-leaders-of-japan-the-philippines-and-the-united-states/
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agreeing to provide millions of dollars in aid 
for Open Radio Access Network (RAN) field trials 
and the Asia Open RAN Academy based in Manila, 
which will build “an open, interoperable, secure, 
reliable, and trusted information 
communications technology ecosystem in the 
Philippines.” Third, they agreed to pursue a 
semiconductor workforce development initiative 
to help make chip supply chains more resilient. 
They also said they would “expand trilateral 
cooperation in the Philippines on the 
deployment of clean energy technologies, 
including renewable energy projects…to support 
energy requirements in the Philippines and help 
ensure a just energy transition.”  

While these declarations are often filled with 
hyperbole, it’s hard to dismiss this statement’s 
claim that a “new trilateral chapter between our 
three nations begins today.” 
 
AUKUS Advances 

The Australia-UK-US (AUKUS) “enhanced 
strategic partnership” made important progress 
this reporting period as well. Critical to its 
success is the loosening of restraints on export 
controls since tech sharing—whether 
submarines (pillar one) or advanced and 
emerging technologies (pillar two) —is the core 
of the agreement. All three governments 
introduced legislation to do just that. The 
Australian bill is here, the UK one here, and the 
US package here. The Australian bill follows 
passage of amendments to its trade control 
regulations the previous month. The US 
legislation is also part of a longer process; April 
amendments to export regs can be found here. 
One commentator called the US measures a 
“once-in-a-generation defence trade reform in 
support of AUKUS,” but it seems fair to extend 
that assessment to the amendments in each 
country. 

Figure 6 The three AUKUS leaders: Australian PM 
Anthony Albanese, US President Joe Biden and UK 
PM Rishi Sunak. Photo: Getty Images 

Efforts to turn the AUKUS potential into reality, 
coupled with the eternal buzz surrounding new 
and emerging technologies, has other 
governments considering membership in the 
group. Prior to Kishida’s trip to the US, senior US 
officials were talking about Japan joining– a 
prospect long mooted in Tokyo—but what 
looked to be a sure thing was reportedly batted 
back by Canberra and London out of concern that 
it might distract from the primary focus of 
getting those submarines built and delivered 
(more on which below). Officials denied that 
Japan would become a formal member but are 
ready to work with it on pillar two. (Actually 
doing so requires Tokyo’s progress on 
information security.) The Republic of Korea was 
reportedly also interested in joining the effort, 
both to keep pace with Tokyo and to be on the 
cutting edge of defense tech development. In 
addition, New Zealand was said to be eager to join 
(although subsequent reporting traced that 
interest back to September 2021.)   

The biggest challenges for the optimists are 
difficulties the US faces in building submarines, 
not just those for AUKUS. The Navy is building 
(on average) just more than a single Virginia-
class submarine each year; AUKUS pushes total 
demand to 2.33 annually. And delivery of those 
boats is now about 30 months late on average. 
That makes somewhat inexplicable the Biden 
administration decision to cut funding for that 
submarine class in its new budget. 

Still, officials publicly insist they have 
confidence in the AUKUS project. Australian 
Defense Industry Minister Pat Conroy said he 
remains “very confident that we'll be in a 
position for the Virginia class to be sold to 
Australia on the timeframes articulated.” Others, 

https://www.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-04/DTL-Amendment-Regulations-Exposure-Draft.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-to-exporters-202409-update-on-aukus
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/05/01/2024-08829/international-traffic-in-arms-regulations-exemption-for-defense-trade-and-cooperation-among
https://www.defence.gov.au/about/reviews-inquiries/defence-trade-controls-amendment-act-2024-defence-trade-legislation-amendment-regulations-2024
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-04-19/pdf/2024-08446.pdf
https://www.ecag.com.au/post/just-in-the-united-states-itar-exemption-is-released-for-australia-bringing-once-in-a-generation-de
https://www.ecag.com.au/post/just-in-the-united-states-itar-exemption-is-released-for-australia-bringing-once-in-a-generation-de
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3733790/aukus-defense-ministers-joint-statement/
https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/south-korea-confirms-talks-on-joining-aukus-pact-with-us-uk-and-australia-124050100135_1.html
https://theconversation.com/nz-started-discussing-aukus-involvement-in-2021-newly-released-details-reveal-228776
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2024/3/11/navy-drops-virginia-class-by-one-in-constrained-2025-budget-request
https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2024/3/11/navy-drops-virginia-class-by-one-in-constrained-2025-budget-request
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/Australia-sure-it-will-get-nuclear-subs-despite-U.S.-funding-cut


MAY 2024 | REGIONAL OVERVIEW  
  7 

such as former Australian defense official 
Michael Shoebridge, aren’t so sure. He noted that 
the US fleet of attack submarines will fall to 46 
from a target of 66 in 2030. “It's going to get 
harder for a commander of the US submarine 
force to say, no, I can get by with less 
submarines, I'm happy to sell three to my 
Australian friends.” He worries that “A US 
president will come under more pressure to say, 
I need to look after my own security first.” 

Axis of Upheaval: For Every Action …. 

Another minilateral arrangement was 
highlighted this reporting period: “the Axis of 
Upheaval.” That tasty moniker was affixed to the 
group, consisting of China, Russia, Iran, and 
North Korea, in thoughtful analysis by Andrea 
Kendall-Taylor and Richard Fontaine, of CNAS, 
the Washington-based national security think 
tank. Attention has focused on the grouping in 
recent months following recognition that 
Chinese, North Korean, and Iranian support for 
Russia’s war against Ukraine makes them 
“critical enablers of Moscow’s war machine.” 

Figure 7 Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov walks 
with his North Korean counterpart Choe Son Hui, in 
Moscow, Russia, January 16, 2024. Photo: Maxim 
Shemetov 

In fact, however, their ties go considerably 
further back, and well predate the declaration of 
“a friendship without limits” by China’s 
supreme leader Xi Jinping and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on the eve of Moscow’s invasion 
of Ukraine in February 2022. While “cooperation 
among the four countries was expanding before 
2022, the war has accelerated their deepening 
economic, military, political, and technological 
ties.”  

This group is bound by collective dissatisfaction 
with the existing international order, a “shared 
opposition to the Western-dominated global 
order, an antagonism rooted in their belief that 
that system does not accord them the status or 
freedom of action they deserve.” They seek to 
overturn existing rules, norms, and institutions 
that check the spread of their influence and 
power and are willing to court instability to 
achieve this objective. They cooperate to enhance 
their respective military capabilities and 
diplomatic clout, while simultaneously 
undermining international institutions that 
might check those efforts as well as the economic 
power that is the foundation of US global power. 
They reject universal values, human rights, and 
international democracy—if it checks the 
assertion of their national prerogatives. But they 
argue that all countries are equal insofar as they 
must have respect for their internal political 
system.  

Trump’s Looming Shadow 
 
Let’s be honest! There is a growing sense of 
urgency, especially in Seoul but also in Tokyo and 
even Washington, behind the need for 
institutionalization of this trilateral effort. South 
Korean President Yoon has demonstrated 
extraordinary political courage in his attempt to 
build a better relationship between Seoul and 
Tokyo but he is limited to one term and many are 
already calling him a “lame duck” given the 
ruling party’s aforementioned setbacks in recent 
legislative elections. Japanese Prime Minister 
Kishida has likewise been more forthcoming 
than many of his predecessors in opening his 
arms to his South Korean counterpart, but he too 
is on shaky domestic political grounds, as 
described above.  
 
Finally, and most significantly, the US elections 
might (or might not) result in a major change in 
alliance management tactics and perhaps policy, 
depending on who wins. We are not foolhardy 
enough to try and predict what former President 
Donald Trump’s Asia policy might be if he is 
returned to the Oval Office. (We will, perhaps 
foolishly, take a stab at this in the next issue, 
however, once the candidates have officially been 
nominated and party platforms revealed.) Suffice 
it to say that candidate Trump is already saying 
things that are making alliance supporters in 
Seoul and Tokyo (and Washington, and Europe, 
and almost everywhere else) very nervous. But, if 

https://www.cnas.org/publications/commentary/the-axis-of-upheaval
https://www.cnas.org/publications/commentary/the-axis-of-upheaval
https://www.cnas.org/publications/commentary/the-axis-of-upheaval
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the past is a precedent (and it often, but not 
always, is), then it’s useful to distinguish 
between what then-President Trump said and 
what the Trump administration did when he was 
last in office.  
 

 
Figure 8 Donald Trump speaks in Florida at a rally. 
Photo: Gage Skidmore 
 
The former Trump administration’s National 
Security Strategy document, which outlines and 
guides US policy, was remarkably similar to those 
that preceded and followed it when it came to the 
discussion of US alliances. This is because, while 
political parties and political rhetoric and 
catchphrases change from administration to 
administration, US national interests seldom 
shift dramatically. Trump’s negotiating style 
certainly differed from most others who have 
held the job, but the role of the US alliance 
network as the “foundation” of US policy has 
changed little in the past 75 or more years.  
 
Candidate Trump is not the first presidential 
aspirant to threaten to remove US forces from 
Asia. That “honor” goes to Jimmy Carter, who 
discovered as president that this was easier said 
than done. Recent Congressional legislation (the 
National Defense Authorization Act for FY2024) 
aimed at insuring that no future US president 
(read: Trump) can unilaterally remove US forces 
from Europe or Asia without Congressional 
approval further restricts presidential authority 
in this regard, demonstrating that the US system 
of checks and balances remains alive and well. It 
also signals a realization that many in Congress 
on both sides of the political divide share Korea’s 
and Japan’s fears. 
 
In the meantime, regardless of the reason or 
motivation, steps are already underway in all 
three capitals to institutionalize the agreements 
and practices outlined at the Trilateral Leaders’ 
Summit at Camp David—the “virtual alliance” 
gets stronger by the day. 
 
IPEF Makes Real Progress…For Now 

 
This has already been a big year for the Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity 
(IPEF), the 14-member agreement to create a 
new economic order for the region. For many, 
IPEF aims to make up for US withdrawal from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP, now known as 
the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 
on Trans-Pacific Partnership, or CPTPP), 
although a key difference is that IPEF offers no 
market access arrangements.  

IPEF consists of four pillars: trade, supply 
chains, clean economy, and fair economy. Most 
progress has been made on supply chains: an 
agreement was reached in May last year, and it 
went into effect Feb. 24, 2024 after it was ratified 
by five member governments. The agreement is 
the first of-its-kind to promote coordination 
among IPEF partners on building resilient, 
efficient, productive, sustainable, transparent, 
diversified, secure, fair, and inclusive supply 
chains. It requires member governments to 
identify within 120 days “critical supplies”—
those that would have a large, negative impact in 
the event of a shortage—so that they can begin 
working on ways to mitigate the damage if 
supply shortages occur. They must also set up 
three bodies—the Supply Chain Council, a Crisis 
Response Network and a Labor Rights Advisory 
Boar—to address such contingencies. These are 
“the most tangible outcomes of IPEF so far.”  

At its March 2024 virtual ministerial meeting, 
the group released final texts of the clean 
economy and fair economy pillars, as well as the 
final Agreement of Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework for Prosperity. That conclave 
launched four new Cooperative Work Programs 
(CWPs)—on  carbon markets, clean energy 
enhancement, workforce development efforts, 
and clean aviation fuel—and announced the 
inaugural IPEF Clean Economy Investor Forum 
will be held in Singapore on June 5-6, while also 
providing details on the IPEF Catalytic Capital 
Fund. That will have $33 million in initial grant 
funding and (is planned/ hoped) to catalyze up to 
$3.3 billion in private investment for climate 
infrastructure projects in IPEF economies party 
to its Clean Economy Agreement. Fund founding 
supporters include Australia, Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, and the US. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gageskidmore/53067465959
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf
about:blank
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Biden-Harris-Administrations-National-Security-Strategy-10.2022.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2226/text
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/skorean-minister-says-us-troops-likely-stay-even-if-trump-is-re-elected-2024-01-06/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/08/18/the-spirit-of-camp-david-joint-statement-of-japan-the-republic-of-korea-and-the-united-states/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2024/01/us-department-commerce-announces-upcoming-entry-force-ipef-supply-chain
https://eastasiaforum.org/2024/03/24/the-indo-pacific-economic-frameworks-uncertain-future/
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/IPEF-PIII-Clean-Economy-Agreement.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/IPEF-PIII-Clean-Economy-Agreement.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/IPEF-PIV-Fair-Economy-Agreement.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/IPEF-Overarching-Agreement.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2024/03/raimondo-ipef-ministers-welcome-continued-progress-indo-pacific
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Finalization of the clean economy and fair 
economy pillars is anticipated later this year. The 
fate of the trade pillar is uncertain, given 
mounting resistance in the United States. Worse, 
as above, all progress is considered imperiled by 
a Trump presidency. The GOP candidate has 
called IPEF “TPP two” and promised to withdraw 
the US from it as he did its predecessor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-vows-kill-asia-trade-deal-being-pursued-by-biden-if-elected-2023-11-19/
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CHRONOLOGY OF REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
JANUARY-APRIL 2024

 
Jan. 1, 2024: Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen 
calls for peaceful coexistence with Beijing, just 
hours after China’s President Xi Jinping 
reiterated his ambition to “reunify.” 
 
Jan. 1, 2024: Taiwan’s one-year compulsory 
military service for men goes into effect. 
 
Jan. 1, 2024: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
and President Xi vow to increase cooperation 
between the two countries in New Year messages. 
 
Jan. 1, 2024: President Xi exchanges 
congratulations with President Biden on the 45th 
anniversary of diplomatic ties between the two 
countries. 
 
Jan. 2, 2024: South Korea protests against 
Tokyo's inclusion of disputed islands in a 
tsunami advisory issued after a major earthquake 
struck a day earlier. 
 
Jan. 2, 2024: Thailand and China plan to 
permanently waive visa requirements for each 
other's citizens in March. 
 
Jan. 2, 2024: South Korea’s Ministry of 
Unification (MOU) launches a new early warning 
system to detect Northern defectors who need 
more support or are at risk.  
 
Jan. 2, 2024: China's Taiwan Affairs Office calls 
on Taiwan to promote a process of “peaceful 
reunification.” 
 
Jan. 3, 2024: Asian leaders extend support to 
Japan following the magnitude-7.6 earthquake 
that struck Japan on New Year's Day. 
 
Jan. 3, 2024: Two Chinese balloons cross the 
median line separating Taiwan from China, with 
one balloon detected directly above the island. 
 

Jan. 3, 2024: Philippines and the US begin a two-
day joint patrol in the South China Sea. 
 
Jan. 4, 2024: South Korean and US troops 
conduct joint combat firing drills near the North 
Korean border, as Pyongyang condemns the 
allies for pushing the region to “an inferno of 
nuclear war.” 
 
Jan. 4, 2024: US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken releases a statement designating the 
People’s Republic of China as one of 12 
“Countries of Particular Concern for having 
engaged in or tolerated particularly severe 
violations of religious freedom.” 
 
Jan. 4, 2024: China lodges a protest to Myanmar 
after five people were injured by artillery shells 
fired in battles between the country’s ruling 
junta and rebel groups. 
 
Jan. 4, 2024: Two Chinese navy vessels shadow 
Philippine and US ships conducting joint patrols 
in the South China Sea. 
 
Jan. 5, 2024: China’s foreign ministry 
spokesperson condemns second US-Philippines 
patrol in the disputed South China Sea. 
 
Jan. 5, 2024: US official claims that North Korea 
has sent several dozen ballistic missiles to 
Russia. 
 
Jan. 5, 2024: US, Japan, and South Korea hold the 
inaugural Trilateral Indo-Pacific Dialogue in 
Washington, DC, an outcome of the 2023 Camp 
David Summit, and release a Joint Statement. 
 
Jan. 5, 2024: Huawei dismantles its public 
relations and government relations teams in the 
US and Canada. 
 
Jan. 5, 2024: ROK Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) says 
that from 0900 to 1100 the DPRK fired some 200 
shells into the sea from two locations: Jangsan 
Cape, north of South Korea's northernmost 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Taiwan-tensions/Taiwan-s-Tsai-calls-for-peaceful-coexistence-with-China?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240102183000&seq_num=20&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-kim-jong-un-chinas-xi-exchange-message-vowing-closer-ties-yonhap-2023-12-31/
https://www.reuters.com/world/chinas-xi-us-president-biden-exchange-congratulations-45th-year-diplomatic-ties-2024-01-01/
https://www.barrons.com/news/s-korea-protests-japan-tsunami-advisory-inclusion-of-disputed-islands-357203ad
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/thailand-china-permanently-waive-visas-each-others-citizens-march-thai-pm-2024-01-02/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240102004951315
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-calls-taiwans-people-promote-peaceful-reunification-2024-01-02/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Natural-disasters/Asian-leaders-offer-assistance-for-Japan-earthquake-response?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240103191500&seq_num=24&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Taiwan-tensions/Taiwan-says-Chinese-balloon-floated-directly-over-the-island?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240103191500&seq_num=27&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/philippine-military-says-second-joint-patrol-with-us-underway-south-china-sea-2024-01-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/south-korea-us-conduct-week-long-firing-drills-near-north-korea-border-2024-01-04/
https://www.state.gov/religious-freedom-designations/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/artillery-shells-restive-myanmar-region-hit-southwest-china-town-global-times-2024-01-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/two-chinese-vessels-shadowed-philippine-us-ships-philippine-military-2024-01-04/
https://asianews.network/joint-naval-drill-by-us-philippines-condemned/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240105000255315?section=nk/nk
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_000001_00087.html
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-trilateral-united-states-japan-republic-of-korea-indo-pacific-dialogue/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Technology/Huawei-cuts-North-America-PR-staff-as-hopes-for-U.S.-breakthrough-fade?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240105190000&seq_num=9&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240105005251315
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/PYH20221025236500315
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island of Baengnyeong, and Deungsan Cape, 
north of the ROK’s western border island of 
Yeonpyeong. Residents of both islands are 
ordered to “evacuate” (meaning seek shelter, 
not to actually get off the islands: regular ferry 
services are briefly suspended). South Korea 
carries out a live-fire exercise in response to 
shelling by North Korea, which spurred the 
evacuation of two South Korean islands in the 
Yellow Sea. 
 
Jan. 6, 2024: Taiwan's defense ministry accuses 
China of threatening aviation safety and waging 
psychological warfare with a recent spate of 
balloons spotted near or over the island, days 
before key Taiwanese elections.  
 
Jan. 6, 2024: ROK JCS report a second day of KPA 
coastal artillery firing. 
 
Jan. 7, 2024: Kim Yo Jong issues another 
statement. She claims the KPA did no sea shelling 
yesterday, but rather “conducted a deceptive 
operation” with explosions on land—to see if 
Seoul could tell the difference: “The ROK military 
gangsters quickly took the bait we threw.”  
 
Jan. 7, 2024: PRC foreign ministry announces the 
imposition of countermeasures against five US 
defense industry companies for arms sales to 
“China’s Taiwan Region” in accordance with its 
Anti-Foreign Sanctions Law.  
 
Jan. 7, 2024: Maldives suspends three deputy 
ministers for disparaging Indian Prime Minister 
Modi, during a dip in ties between the two 
nations. 
 
Jan. 7, 2024: North Korea fires shots into the sea 
north of South Korea's Yeonpyeong island. 
 
Jan. 7, 2024: PRC foreign ministry announces the 
imposition of countermeasures against five US 
defense industry companies for arms sales to 
“China’s Taiwan Region” in accordance with its 
Anti-Foreign Sanctions Law.  
 
Jan. 8, 2024: Taiwan's defense ministry detects 
three more Chinese balloons flying over the 
Taiwan Strait, one of which crossed the island. 
Jan. 8, 2024: An annual parachuting drill 
including forces from eight countries including 

Britain, France, Germany, the US, and Japan’s 1st 
Airborne Brigade features the recapturing of an 
island that had been occupied by an unnamed 
enemy force.  
Jan. 8, 2024: US Justice Department, in 
partnership with other government partners, 
sentences a US Navy service member to 27 
months in prison “for transmitting sensitive US 
military information to an intelligence officer 
from the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 
exchange for bribery payments.” 
 
Jan. 9, 2024: China threatens new trade 
measures against Taiwan, after it accused Beijing 
of “economic coercion” ahead of elections and 
expressed anger at a surprise Chinese satellite 
launch over its airspace.  
 
Jan. 9, 2024: As it has done ever since 1996, the 
Korean Institute for National Unification (KINU), 
the ROK government’s main think-tank on 
North Korea, releases its annual White Paper on 
Human Rights in North Korea. 
 
Jan. 11, 2024: China and the Maldives upgrade 
relations during newly-elected President 
Muizzu’s first state visit to Beijing. 

Jan. 11, 2024: South Korean Supreme Court 
upholds appellate court’s ruling that orders 
Nippon Steel Corp. to provide compensation for 
the family of a South Korean wartime labor 
victim. The Japanese Foreign Ministry says this is 
“extremely regrettable and totally 
unacceptable.” 

Jan. 11, 2024: Aso Taro, LDP vice-president and 
former prime minister, speaks to the US 
Congress and, separately, to reporters saying 
that the Japanese government may regard a 
contingency in Taiwan as a situation threatening 
the existence of Japan, thus implying that Japan 
may exercise the right of collective self-defense 
based on 2015 national security legislation.  

Jan. 11, 2024: NK News reports that several North 
Korean propaganda websites targeting South 
Korea went offline simultaneously. Sites affected 
include Uriminzokkiri, DPRK Today, Arirang 
Meari, Tongil Voice, and Ryomyong. This appears 
related to Pyongyang trying to work out Kim Jong 
Un’s new line on South Korea.  

https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240105005351315
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/South-Korea-holds-live-fire-drill-after-North-s-shelling-near-islands?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240105190000&seq_num=6&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwan-says-chinese-balloons-threaten-aviation-safety-2024-01-06/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240106004052315
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1704620428-490147939/press-statement-of-vice-department-director-of-c-c-wpk-kim-yo-jong/
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/202401/t20240107_11219409.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/maldives-suspends-three-officials-insulting-indian-pm-2024-01-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-firing-shots-again-near-border-with-south-yonhap-2024-01-07/#:%7E:text=SEOUL%2C%20Jan%207%20(Reuters),reported%2C%20citing%20the%20South's%20military.
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/202401/t20240107_11219409.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/ignoring-taiwans-complaints-more-chinese-balloons-spotted-over-strait-2024-01-08/
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240108-160645/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/us-navy-sailor-sentenced-27-months-prison-transmitting-sensitive-us-military-information
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwan-ruling-party-candidate-will-maintain-status-quo-engage-with-china-2024-01-09/
https://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/index.do
https://www.kinu.or.kr/main/module/report/view.do?idx=125217&nav_code=mai1674786121
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/11/china-maldives-upgrade-ties-with-infrastructure-deals-in-pivot-from-india
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240111003300315?section=search
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2024/01/b16c57f623f4-s-korea-top-court-upholds-wartime-labor-ruling-against-japan-firm.html
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240111-161366/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/01/north-korean-propaganda-sites-targeting-south-go-dark-in-simultaneous-outage/
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Jan. 11, 2024: Myanmar's junta chief, Min Aung 
Hlaing, meets a special envoy from ASEAN, 
which has encouraged peace efforts in the 
country. 
 
Jan. 11, 2024: Malaysia and Singapore agree to 
jointly develop a special economic zone (SEZ) in 
the southern Malaysian state of Johor. 
 
Jan. 12, 2024: China brokers a truce and ceasefire 
agreement in Kunming between Myanmar’s 
military regime and an alliance of Myanmar’s 
ethnic minority groups.  
 
Jan. 12, 2024: United States imposes sanctions on 
three Russian entities (the Ashuluk Firing Range, 
224th Flight Unit State Airlines, and the 
Vladimirovka Advanced Weapons and Research 
Complex) and one individual (Vladimir 
Mikheychik, general director of 224th Flight Unit 
State Airlines) for their involvement in the 
transfer and testing of North Korean ballistic 
missiles for Russia's use against Ukraine. 
 
Jan. 12, 2024: 14th Ministerial-level meeting of 
the India-US Trade Policy Forum commences. 
The Ministers took stock of the progress made in 
addressing concerns impacting the bilateral 
trade relationship since the 13th TPF in January 
2023. This was highlighted by the historic 
settlement of all seven longstanding trade 
disputes at the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
between the two countries. Key areas of 
discussion were: critical minerals, supply chains, 
and trade in high-tech products. 
 
Jan. 12, 2024: Chinese Coast Guard ships are 
videotaped by the Philippines driving away 
Philippine fishing boats near the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal. 
 
Jan. 13, 2024: Lai Ching-te of the pro-
independence Democratic Progressive Party is 
elected president of Taiwan, but his party loses 
control of the Legislative Yuan. The following day 
China says Taiwan's ruling DPP does not 
represent the island despite its victory. President 
Joseph Biden says, “We do not support 

independence” when asked to comment on the 
results of Taiwan’s election. 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: Maldives asks India to withdraw its 
troops by March 15. 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: North Korea says it has 
successfully test-fired a solid-fuel 
intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) 
carrying a hypersonic warhead. 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: US, Japan, and South Korea launch 
a three-day joint naval exercise to strengthen 
“deterrence and response capabilities” in 
response to North Korea and to respond to 
“maritime security threats.” 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: Nauru severs ties with Taiwan, 
switching its political allegiance to China. 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: White House dispatches former US 
National Security Advisor Steven Hadley and 
Former Deputy Secretary of James Steinberg to 
Taiwan to meet President Tsai Ing-wen, 
President-elect Lai, and leaders of opposition 
parties in a show of US support for Taiwan after 
the election. 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: (North) Korea Central News Agency 
briefly reports that on Jan. 14 “the DPRK Missile 
Administration conducted a test-fire of an 
intermediate-range solid-fuel ballistic missile 
loaded with a hypersonic maneuverable 
controlled warhead.” 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: North Korea’s Supreme People’s 
Assembly  abolishes three bodies handling inter-
Korean matters: the Committee for the Peaceful 
Reunification of the Country (CPRK), the 
National Economic Cooperation Bureau, and the 
Kumgangsan International Tourism 
Administration. 
 
Jan. 15, 2024: Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. congratulates the winner of Taiwan’s 
presidential election, Lai Ching-te. 
Jan. 17, 2024: US, South Korea, and Japan 
conduct combined naval exercises in a show of 
strength against North Korea. 
 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/asean-special-envoy-meets-myanmar-junta-chief-2024-01-11/#:%7E:text=The%20military%20ruler%20met%20Alounkeo,%2C%20including%20Myanmar%2C%20in%202021.
https://www.reuters.com/markets/asia/malaysia-singapore-agree-jointly-develop-special-economic-zone-2024-01-11/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240112001252315?section=national/diplomacy
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2024/january/joint-statement-united-states-india-trade-policy-forum
https://apnews.com/article/china-philippines-disputed-scarborough-shoal-south-china-sea-13cf6ee1b11136ae79c949cd8e7237a0
https://www.politico.eu/article/william-lai-takes-early-lead-in-taiwan-presidential-race-in-snub-to-beijing/
https://www.politico.eu/article/william-lai-takes-early-lead-in-taiwan-presidential-race-in-snub-to-beijing/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Taiwan-elections/China-says-DPP-cannot-represent-Taiwan-after-Lai-s-election-win?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240115123000&seq_num=9&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-us-does-not-support-taiwan-independence-2024-01-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-us-does-not-support-taiwan-independence-2024-01-13/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/01/15/india-maldives-china-troops/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240115000552315?section=nk/nk
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240117002600315
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Taiwan-tensions/Nauru-cuts-diplomatic-ties-with-Taiwan-after-Lai-election-win?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240115190000&seq_num=15&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1705270064-616656562/hypersonic-missile-test-fire-conducted-in-dprk/
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1705365383-875474778/10th-session-of-14th-spa-of-dprk-held/
https://apnews.com/article/philippine-president-ferdinand-marcos-taiwan-presidential-elections-winner-lai-ching-te-15951596df0464b7d983b609e555e86c
https://apnews.com/article/us-south-korea-japan-naval-exercise-north-korea-e04d3adef36799f6f31b3ba2643ff2fe
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Jan. 17, 2024: South Korea sanctions 11 vessels, 
two individuals, and three companies. Most are 
North Korean, and all have been named in UN 
Panel of Experts (PoE) reports as involved in 
ship-to-ship transfers of oil, coal, and other 
products: violating UN Security Council (UNSC) 
sanctions against the DPRK. 
 
Jan. 17, 2024: China and the Philippines agree to 
improve maritime communication and to 
properly manage conflicts and differences 
through friendly talks. 
 
Jan. 18, 2024: MOU data show that North Korean 
defector arrivals almost tripled in 2023.  
 
Jan. 19, 2024: Japan and NATO begin talks to 
establish a secure communication line to quickly 
share sensitive security information. 
 
Jan. 21, 2024: Taiwan says that six Chinese 
balloons either flew over the island or through 
airspace just north of it, while Chinese warplanes 
and navy ships were also detected in the area. 
 
Jan. 23, 2024: Vietnam's ambassador urges 
Washington to end its “non-market economy” 
label on Hanoi, warning that maintaining 
punitive duties on Vietnamese goods is bad for 
bilateral ties. 
 
Jan. 23, 2024: Co-chairs of the US Congressional 
Taiwan Caucus make the first trip by US 
lawmakers to Taiwan after the presidential 
election. 
 
Jan. 23, 2024: China and Nauru formally restore 
diplomatic relations after the Pacific island 
nation cut its ties with Taiwan earlier this month. 
 
Jan. 24, 2024:  US navy destroyer USS John Finn 
transits the Taiwan Strait.  

Jan. 24, 2024: After North Korea testfires several 
cruise missiles over the Yellow Sea, ROK MND 
Shin Won-sik tells ROKAF 17th Fighter Wing 

Jan. 24, 2024: North Korea appears to have torn 
down a huge arch in its capital that symbolized 
reconciliation with South Korea, a week after 

leader Kim Jong Un dismissed hopes for peaceful 
reunification.  

Jan. 24, 2024: A newly released report says 
Japan’s Air Self-Defense Force scrambled fighter 
jets 555 times from April to December 2023, of 
which 392 or about 70% of which were against 
Chinese aircraft, down by 70 scrambles year on 
year.  

Jan. 24, 2024: North Korea fires several cruise 
missiles from its west coast into the sea. 
 
Jan. 25, 2024: South Korea’s Defense Acquisition 
Program Administration (DAPA) says that 
production of spy drones to monitor North Korea 
has begun, under a 471.7 billion won  ($353.6 
million) contract it signed in December with a 
consortium comprising Korean Air and two 
defense firms, LIG Nex1 and Hanwha Systems.  
 
Jan. 25, 2024: Chainalysis report shows that 
North Korea-linked hackers stole $1 billion 
worth of crypto-currency through 20 attacks in 
2023, the highest number of their hacks since 
record-keeping began in 2016.  
 
Jan. 26, 2024: Taiwan's defense ministry detects 
23 Chinese air force planes operating around 
Taiwan and carrying out “joint combat readiness 
patrols” with Chinese warships, ahead of high-
level China-US talks in Thailand. 
 
Jan. 26, 2024: Biden administration proposes a 
requirement on US cloud companies to 
determine whether foreign entities are accessing 
US data centers to train AI models, as part of a 
series of measures to prevent China from using 
US technology for AI. 
 
Jan. 26, 2024: South Korea and the United States 
conduct their first cyber security drills to bolster 
their joint posture against rising cyber threats. 
 
Jan. 26-27, 2024: Top Chinese diplomat Wang Yi 
meets US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
in Bangkok.  
 
Jan. 28, 2024: North Korea fires several cruise 
missiles off its east coast, continuing a streak of 

https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240117000800315
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-philippines-agree-improve-communication-manage-conflicts-south-china-sea-2024-01-17/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240118004352315
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/Japan-NATO-weigh-a-dedicated-line-for-sharing-security-information?utm_campaign=IC_asia_daily_free&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20240119190000&seq_num=6&si=5fe5eafd-6924-432c-ad69-150e363da21d
https://apnews.com/article/taiwan-china-balloons-election-895e2b6b4eb02d2b743090b94759b60d
https://www.reuters.com/markets/vietnam-says-us-non-market-economy-label-is-bad-bilateral-ties-2024-01-23/
https://apnews.com/article/us-taiwan-china-congress-674caff6645cf661653ae6bff8eda6a3
https://apnews.com/article/china-nauru-taiwan-diplomatic-recognition-23fd9cdd0210a2340b5ae2092d2a85d1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240124007551315
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-cruise-missiles-nuclear-tensions-75814cce31eb3c0107c546b755d562e5
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240124-164176/https:/japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240124-164176/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/24/north-korea-fires-several-cruise-missiles-from-west-coast
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240125002600315
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240125000500315?section=nk/nk
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwan-reports-chinese-combat-patrols-ahead-china-us-talks-2024-01-26/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/us-propose-know-your-customer-requirements-cloud-computing-companies-2024-01-26/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240126007300315
https://thediplomat.com/2024/01/us-national-security-advisor-chinas-top-foreign-policy-official-met-in-thailand/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/28/north-korea-fires-multiple-cruise-missiles-off-east-coast
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weapons tests that have drawn condemnation 
from the US, South Korea, and Japan. 
 
Jan. 29, 2024: China’s Wang Yi says that China 
and Thailand must accelerate the construction of 
a planned high-speed railway linking the 
countries. 
 
Jan 29, 2024: US Commerce Department issues a 
proposed rule that would compel US cloud 
companies to alert the government when foreign 
clients train their most powerful AI models using 
the compute power provided by these cloud 
companies.  
 
Jan. 29, 2024: Southeast Asian foreign ministers 
press for an end to Myanmar's conflict and 
express their support for a regional peace plan 
and a “Myanmar-owned and led solution” to the 
crisis. 
 
Jan. 29, 2024: Papua New Guinea engages in talks 
with China on a potential security and policing 
deal. 

Jan. 30, 2024: Japanese government sources 
reveal that four Chinese warships have been 
constantly deployed around Taiwan, likely 
aiming to block US and other forces by using the 
ships in conjunction with other warships nearby.  

Jan. 30, 2024: CSIS Asia Maritime Transparency 
Initiative reports that Chinese Coast Guard and 
Maritime Militia blocking Philippine resupply 
missions to disputed Second Thomas Shoal had 
increased in frequency and intensity since 2022. 
 
Jan. 30, 2024: Office of the United States Trade 
Representative releases the findings of its 2023 
Review of Notorious Markets for Counterfeiting 
and Piracy, which lists several China-based e-
commerce and social commerce markets, a cloud 
storage service, and “seven physical markets in 
China known for the manufacture, distribution, 
and sale of counterfeit goods.” 
 
Jan. 30, 2024: US and Chinese officials commit to 
working together to stem the flow of fentanyl 
into the US. 
 
Jan. 30, 2024: North Korea fires multiple 
unidentified cruise missiles into the sea off its 

west coast—the third time Pyongyang tested 
cruise missiles in less than a week. 
 
Jan. 30, 2024: Philippine navy detects nearly 200 
Chinese warships and maritime militia boats 
around Mischief Reef in the South China Sea. 
 
Jan. 30-31, 2024: Taiwan’s military conducts a 
two-day exercise at sea, on land, and in the air to 
practice defending against a surprise attack. 
 
Jan. 31, 2024: US Department of Commerce 
announces that the IPEF Agreement Relating to 
Supply Chain Resilience will enter into force from 
today. Ratification occurs after five IPEF partners 
deposited their instruments of ratification, 
acceptance, or approval with the Depositary.  
 
Jan. 31, 2024: United States, European Union, 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Norway, 
Republic of Korea, Switzerland, and the United 
Kingdom issue a joint statement marking three 
years since the military coup in Myanmar on Feb. 
1, 2021. The statement condemned the military’s 
ongoing human rights abuses and urged “unified 
efforts by ASEAN” to resolve the crisis.  
 
Feb. 1, 2024: KMT legislator and 2020 
presidential candidate Han Kuo-yu is elected 
speaker of the Legislative Yuan. 
 
Feb. 1, 2024: Philippine President Marcos 
approves the third phase of the military's 
modernization, which includes the purchase of 
the country's first submarine, to defend its 
maritime sovereignty in the South China Sea. 
Feb. 1, 2024: South Korea unveils a new National 
Cybersecurity Strategy.  
 
Feb. 2, 2024: North Korea says it tested cruise 
missiles outfitted with “super-large” warheads 
and a new type of anti-aircraft missile. 
 
Feb. 3, 2024: Thailand and Sri Lanka sign a free 
trade agreement, a move Sri Lanka hopes will 
help it emerge from its worst financial crisis in 
decades. 
 
Feb. 5, 2024: Chinese-Australian writer Yang 
Hengjun receives a suspended death penalty in 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-urges-faster-progress-billion-dollar-railway-link-thailand-2024-01-29/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/01/29/2024-01580/taking-additional-steps-to-address-the-national-emergency-with-respect-to-significant-malicious
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/with-generals-barred-myanmar-junta-sends-bureaucrat-asean-meeting-2024-01-29/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/29/papua-new-guinea-in-talks-with-china-on-security-cooperation-foreign-minister-says
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240130-165702/
https://amti.csis.org/tracking-tensions-at-second-thomas-shoal/
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2024/january/ustr-releases-2023-review-notorious-markets-counterfeiting-and-piracy
https://apnews.com/article/china-us-fentanyl-opioid-precursor-b296aeb56a3df511103ff3b2790c6450
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-fires-cruise-missiles-into-sea-south-korea-says-2024-01-30/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3250405/south-china-sea-philippines-alarmed-200-chinese-vessels-mischief-reef-marcos-urges-dialogue
https://apnews.com/article/taiwan-military-drills-china-f0619b21f516a4e92be6588c4e954bf4
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-marking-three-years-since-the-military-coup-in-myanmar/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/philippines-plans-buy-submarines-defend-sovereignty-south-china-sea-senior-2024-02-01/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240201007800315
https://www.president.go.kr/newsroom/press/gdXzwtKB
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-super-large-cruise-missile-test-78924aa70456cbb8bcb0e7145ef56755
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/thailand-sri-lanka-sign-free-trade-agreement-2024-02-03/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/05/china/china-sentences-australian-yang-hengjun-suspended-death-intl-hnk/index.html
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China, and Australia is “appalled” by the 
sentence. 
 
Feb. 5, 2024: US urges Papua New Guinea to turn 
down China's offer of a potential security pact, 
warning the Pacific nation against any security 
guarantee with Beijing. 
 
Feb. 5-6, 2024: Senior officials from the 
Department of the Treasury and China’s Ministry 
of Finance hold the third meeting of the 
Economic Working Group, the first time the 
meeting is held in China. 
 
Feb. 6, 2024: China's Coast Guard patrols the 
waters of the Diaoyu Islands, which are 
territories in the East China Sea that are claimed 
by China, Japan and Taiwan. 
 
Feb. 7, 2024: US National Security Agency and 
partners issue a Cybersecurity Advisory titled 
“PRC State-Sponsored Actors Compromise and 
Maintain Persistent Access to US Critical 
Infrastructure.” 
 
Feb. 7, 2024: Department of Justice arrests an 
individual in California seeking to illegally 
transfer to China software and technology 
developed by the US government for use to detect 
nuclear missile launches and track ballistic and 
hypersonic missiles. 
 
Feb. 7-8, 2024: USS John Finn (DDG 113) and USS 
Gabrielle Giffords (LCS 10) conduct trilateral 
operations with allied maritime forces from 
Japan and Australia in the South China Sea to 
“promote transparency, rule of law, freedom of 
navigation and all principles that underscore 
security and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific.” 
 
Feb. 8, 2024: Kim Jong Un says North Korea 
would not hesitate to use all of its military power 
against its enemies if any of them used force 
against the country. 
 
Feb. 8, 2024: Following Korean Supreme Court 
rulings upholding lower court decisions that 
order Japanese firms to compensate wartime 
labor victims, President Yoon states he “wish[es] 
to see cooperation between business people of 
the two countries” on the issue to improve 
bilateral ties. 
 

Feb. 8, 2024: Pakistan elections take place, six 
months after parliament was dissolved. Ousted 
ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan’s party, 
Tehreek-e-Insaf, wins the most seats at 100, but 
short of the 134 necessary to form a government. 
Shehbaz Sharif of the center-right Pakistan 
Muslim League is ultimately re-elected prime 
minister as the head of a coalition government.  
 
Feb. 8, 2024: 2024 National Proliferation 
Financing Risk Assessment report shows that 
North Korea continues to engage in "malicious" 
cyber activities and mobilize information 
technology (IT) workers to bankroll its weapons 
of mass destruction (WMD) programs. 
 
Feb. 9, 2024: South Korea conducts a US-led 
multinational air exercise, along with Japan, 
Australia, France and Canada, in Guam to 
enhance joint operability. 
 
Feb. 9, 2024: US Navy and Philippine Navy (PN) 
conduct third iteration of the Maritime 
Cooperative Activity (MCA) in the South China 
Sea. 
 
Feb. 9, 2024: Taiwan detects 8 Chinese balloons 
crossing the Taiwan Strait in an uptick of activity 
at the start of the Lunar New Year holiday. 

Feb. 9, 2024: On her first visit to Taiwan since 
taking office in 2016, Tokyo Gov. Koike Yuriko 
spends two days in Taiwan “to strengthen ties 
with the island’s leadership.”  

Feb. 9, 2024: US Navy and Philippine Navy 
conduct the third iteration of the Maritime 
Cooperative Activity in the South China Sea, 
“reaffirming both nations’ commitment to 
bolstering regional security and stability” and 
“in support of a free and open Indo-Pacific.” 
 
Feb. 9-10, 2024: 7th Indian Ocean Conference is 
held in Perth, Western Australia. 
 
Feb. 12-15, 2024: US Marines from III Marine 
Expeditionary Force and the US Agency for 
International Development assist the 
government of the Philippines in providing 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in 
response to severe flooding and landslides in the 
southern Philippine province of Mindanao. 
 

https://www.reuters.com/world/us-official-urges-papua-new-guinea-reject-chinese-security-deal-2024-02-04/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2078
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-coast-guard-vessels-enter-disputed-waters-east-china-sea-2024-02-06/
https://www.nsa.gov/Press-Room/Press-Releases-Statements/Press-Release-View/Article/3669141/nsa-and-partners-spotlight-peoples-republic-of-china-targeting-of-us-critical-i/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-charges-and-arrest-two-separate-illicit-technology-transfer
https://www.c7f.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/3670062/us-japan-and-australia-conduct-trilateral-operations/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-leader-kim-we-will-wipe-out-enemies-if-they-use-force-kcna-2024-02-08/
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2024/02/860919a1f793-yoon-urges-s-korea-japan-firms-to-cooperate-on-labor-compensation.html?phrase=korea&words=Korea,Korea%27s
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/factbox-by-the-numbers-complete-results-of-pakistans-feb-8-elections/3133959
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240208000800315?section=national/diplomacy
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240208003100315?section=national/defense
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3671560/philippines-us-partner-in-maritime-cooperative-activity-in-south-china-sea/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwan-reports-eight-chinese-balloons-crossing-taiwan-strait-2024-02-10/#:%7E:text=TAIPEI%2C%20Feb%2010%20(Reuters),the%20Lunar%20New%20Year%20holiday.
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15157301
https://www.c7f.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/3671464/philippines-us-partner-in-maritime-cooperative-activity-in-south-china-sea/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/02/indian-ocean-leaders-warn-of-threats-to-shipping-stability/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/02/indian-ocean-leaders-warn-of-threats-to-shipping-stability/
https://www.marforpac.marines.mil/Media-Room/Pacific-Marines-Stories/Article/Article/3678528/us-marines-complete-emergency-relief-operations-in-mindanao/
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Feb. 13, 2024: Australia's trade minister plans to 
talk with Chinese officials about the removal of 
restrictions on Australian imports and the 
suspended death sentence given to writer Yang 
Hengjun. 
 
Feb. 14, 2024: Defense Minister Prabowo 
Subianto wins Indonesian presidential race with 
an absolute majority, the first candidate to do so 
since the 1998-99 democratic transition in 
Indonesia. Prabowo’s campaign coalition does 
not win a majority in Parliament, which will 
require that he build a broad coalition within his 
Cabinet. 
 
Feb. 14, 2024: Two Chinese fishermen drown 
while being chased by Taiwan’s Coast Guard off 
the coast of Taiwan’s Kinmen archipelago. 
 
Feb. 14, 2024: US Under Secretary for Terrorism 
and Financial Intelligence Brian Nelson, 
testifying before the House of Representatives 
Committee on Financial Services, lists China as a 
threat to the US financial system and affirms “we 
will safeguard our priority interests, along with 
those of our allies and partners, and will protect 
human rights.” 
 
Feb. 14-18, 2024: Mongolian Prime Minister 
Oryun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai visits South Korea 
in an effort to bolster economic relations, 
particularly in mineral extraction, tourism, and 
urban development. 
 
Feb. 15, 2024: USS John Finn (DDG 113) conducts 
a bilateral exercise with allied maritime forces 
from Japan in the South China Sea. 
 
Feb. 15, 2024: DPRK media report that Kim Jong 
Un, at the test-firing of a new surface-to-sea 
missile named Padasuri-6—it means sea eagle—
the previous day, termed the NLL “a ghost [line] 
without any ground in the light of international 
law.”  
 
Feb. 15, 2024: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s 
sister Kim Yo Jong says that there is no 
impediment to closer ties with Japan. 
  
Feb. 16, 2024: Multi-agency Disruptive 
Technology Strike Force, led by the Departments 
of Justice and Commerce, releases a fact sheet on 

its one-year anniversary summarizing its 
progress in its mission to “prevent nation-state 
actors [including China] from illicitly acquiring 
our most sensitive technology.” 
 
Feb. 16-17, 2024: Liu Jianchao, head of the CCP’s 
Liason Department, travels to Moscow for the 
first “For the Freedom of Nations” International 
Forum of Supporters of the Struggle Against 
Modern Practices of Neocolonialism. The forum 
is launched by the “United Russia” party chaired 
by Dmitry Medvedev, who meets Liu on the 
sidelines of the forum. More than 400 
participants from over 55 countries join. Russian 
FM Lavrov also speaks at the forum. 
 
Feb. 17, 2024: India and Taiwan sign a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on 
migration and mobility that will open the doors 
for Indian workers to seek employment in the 
island. 
 
Feb. 17, 2024: Chinese FM Wang Yi delivers a 
keynote speech at the annual Munich Security 
Conference (MSC). He reiterates China’s 
commitment to promoting peace talks for the 
Ukraine crisis. 
 
Feb. 18, 2024: China increases patrols in the 
waters off the coast of Taiwan’s Kinmen 
archipelago, days after two of its fishermen 
drowned while being chased by the Taiwanese 
coast guard, which accused the boat of 
trespassing. 
 
Feb. 18, 2024: Top diplomats of the G7 countries 
strongly condemn North Korea's arms transfers 
to Russia, calling it a direct violation of relevant 
United Nations Security Council resolutions. 
 
Feb. 19, 2024: A US B-52 bomber flies with three 
Philippine jet fighters as part of three days of 
joint air patrols over disputed territory in the 
South China Sea, prompting Chinese 
condemnation. 
 
Feb. 19, 2024: China asks the US to end the 
“unwarranted harassment” of its students, 
following renewed reports of interrogation and 
deportation at a US airport. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/australia-trade-minister-ask-china-lift-barriers-query-wang-sentence-2024-02-13/
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/14/1231387945/indonesia-election-prabowo-subianto-claims-victory
https://apnews.com/article/china-taiwan-kinmen-fishermen-deaths-bb1136fda2bdc3cd5e696692d24e070d
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2093
https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/mongolia-and-south-korea-emphasize-deeper-economic-ties/
https://www.c7f.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/3679157/us-japan-conduct-bilateral-exercise-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1707950494-414159282/respected-comrade-kim-jong-un-supervises-test-fire-of-surface-to-sea-missile-padasuri-6/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-leaders-sister-says-japan-pms-comments-positive-kcna-2024-02-15/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/fact-sheet-disruptive-technology-strike-force-efforts-first-year-prevent-sensitive
https://www.toutiao.com/article/7336229343586419211/?app=news_article&timestamp=1708134825&use_new_style=1&req_id=202402170953455B9D7A57319101B7115F&group_id=7336229343586419211&wxshare_count=2&tt_from=weixin_moments&utm_source=weixin_moments&utm_medium=toutiao_android&utm_campaign=client_share&share_token=6893fc29-23a8-47d5-b1c0-a5cd653735b3&source=m_redirect
https://uwidata.com/33138-the-forum-of-supporters-of-the-struggle-against-modern-practices-of-neocolonialism/
https://uwidata.com/33138-the-forum-of-supporters-of-the-struggle-against-modern-practices-of-neocolonialism/
https://uwidata.com/33138-the-forum-of-supporters-of-the-struggle-against-modern-practices-of-neocolonialism/
https://www.imago-images.com/st/0414104169
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-taiwan-sign-mou-to-bring-indian-workers-to-tide-over-labour-shortage-101708101494842.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202402/t20240218_11246505.html
https://apnews.com/article/china-taiwan-coast-guard-kinmen-fishermen-death-c054f13464310ad4d13872a410f73e9b
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240218000700315?section=nk/nk
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/b-52-philippine-fighters-flies-south-china-sea/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3252452/china-urges-us-stop-harassing-its-students-border-no-reason
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Feb. 20, 2024: Taiwan protests the Chinese coast 
guard’s boarding of a tourist boat. 
 
Feb. 20, 2024: Family of a South Korean wartime 
labor victim withdraws compensation of 60 
million won (about $44,000) from Hitachi Zosen 
Corp., marking the first time that a wartime labor 
victim accepts a Japanese company’s 
compensation. In response, the Japanese 
government summoned Korean Ambassador to 
Japan Yun Duk-min to protest. 
 
Feb. 21, 2024: Biden-Harris Administration 
issues an Executive Order to bolster the 
cybersecurity of US maritime ports, which 
includes a “Maritime Security Directive on cyber 
risk management actions for ship-to-shore 
cranes manufactured by the People’s Republic of 
China located at US Commercial Strategic 
Seaports.” 
 
Feb. 22, 2024: US Representative Mike Gallagher 
leads a bi-partisan delegation to Taiwan 
composed of members of the House Select 
Committee on the Chinese Communist Party. 
 
Feb. 22, 2024: Biden administration approves a 
$75 million arms sale to upgrade a data 
communications system employed by Taiwan’s 
military. 
 
Feb. 22, 2024: President Biden signs an executive 
order to bolster defenses against cyberattacks on 
the nation's ports, as officials warn about the 
threat posed by Chinese hackers. 
 
Feb. 22, 2024: Chinese coast guard says it drove 
off a Philippine vessel that had “illegally 
intruded” into waters near the Scarborough 
Shoal in the South China Sea—a claim disputed 
by the Philippines. 
 
Feb. 23, 2024: Indonesia’s and Australia’s 
defense ministers meet in Jakarta to discuss the 
strengthening of security ties and the signing of 
a defense cooperation agreement. 
 
Feb. 24, 2024: First agreement from the Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) goes into 

effect for five of the 14 IPEF members: Japan, 
India, Singapore, Fiji, and the United States. 
 
Feb. 24, 2024: Using such foreign organizations 
as the US Defense Department’s Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) or 
the DoD affiliated Defense Innovation Unit (DIU), 
as models, Japan announces it will launch a 
research institute for innovative technology 
development this autumn.  
 
Feb. 24, 2024: Japan and China launch a new 
round of discussions regarding the release of 
treated wastewater from the disaster-hit 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. 
 
Feb. 26, 2024: India and Japan begin a two-week 
“Dharma Guardian” military exercise to foster 
greater cooperation in confronting common 
security challenges. 
 
Feb. 26, 2024: US cautions Pacific Islands nations 
against assistance from Chinese security forces 
after it was reported that Chinese police are 
working in Kiribati, a neighbor of Hawaii. 
 
Feb. 27, 2024: Singapore Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Permanent Secretary Albert Chua and 
Assistant Secretary Kritenbrink meet in 
Singapore to co-chair the 6th United States-
Singapore Strategic Partnership Dialogue. 
Feb. 27-March 8, 2024: 43rd iteration of Joint 
Exercise Cobra Gold, co-hosted by Thailand and 
the US, takes place in Rayong, Thailand. Over 33 
nations train in the air, sea, and space domains. 
 
Feb. 28, 2024: China says its coast guard patrols 
around the Kinmen islands near the Chinese 
coast are “beyond reproach” and dismisses 
complaints about the boarding of a Taiwan 
tourist boat. 
 
Feb. 28, 2024: Beyond Parallel reports that since 
August 2023, there have been at least 25 different 
visits to Najin for the loading of munitions from 
North Korea to be delivered to Russia, and, at 
least 19 “dark vessels”—vessels with their AIS 
transmissions turned off to avoid outside 
detection—have visited Vostochny Port in Russia 
to both unload and load containers from the port. 
These voyages have reportedly supported the 

https://thediplomat.com/2024/02/taiwan-protests-after-china-boards-a-tourist-boat-near-kinmen-island/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240220005352315?section=search
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240221009300315?section=search
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/02/21/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-initiative-to-bolster-cybersecurity-of-u-s-ports/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/02/21/executive-order-on-amending-regulations-relating-to-the-safeguarding-of-vessels-harbors-ports-and-waterfront-facilities-of-the-united-states/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/US-China-tensions/Eyeing-China-Biden-signs-order-to-defend-ports-against-cyberattacks
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3252811/chinas-coastguard-claims-it-drove-philippine-ship-disputed-scarborough-shoal
https://thediplomat.com/2024/02/indonesia-and-australia-move-toward-significant-security-agreement/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2024/01/us-department-commerce-announces-upcoming-entry-force-ipef-supply-chain
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2024/01/us-department-commerce-announces-upcoming-entry-force-ipef-supply-chain
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240224-170847/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-and-China-start-new-talks-on-Fukushima-water-release
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/india-japan-kick-start-2-week-military-exercise/article67885458.ece
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-cautions-after-hawaii-neighbor-kiribati-gets-chinese-police-2024-02-27/
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2024/02/Joint-Statement-on-the-6th-United-States
https://www.army.mil/article/274405/joint_exercise_cobra_gold_24_concludes_furthering_multinational_relationships_and_interoperability
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-says-its-coast-guard-patrols-around-taiwan-islands-beyond-reproach-2024-02-28/
https://beyondparallel.csis.org/major-munitions-transfers-from-north-korea-to-russia/
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transfer of more than 2.5 million rounds of 
artillery shells and other munitions. 
 
Feb. 28, 2024: Biden-Harris administration 
issues an Executive Order on Preventing Access 
to Americans’ Bulk Sensitive Personal Data and 
United States Government-Related Data by 
Countries of Concern.  
 
Feb. 28, 2024: Philippine President Marcos tells 
Australia’s Parliament that the strategic 
partnership between the two nations is more 
important than ever with peace in the region 
under threat from China. 
 
Feb. 28-29, 2024: In Bangkok, Assistant 
Secretary Kritenbrink co-leads 9th US-Thailand 
Strategic Dialogue alongside Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Permanent Secretary Eksiri Pintaruchi as 
well as the Second Strategic and Defense 
Dialogue alongside Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Indo-Pacific Security 
Affairs Jedidiah Royal. Both dialogues are 
conducted under the auspices of the US-Thai 
Communiqué on Strategic Alliance and 
Partnership. 
 
Feb. 29, 2024: A Philippine lawmaker demands 
answers from Singapore about an alleged 
exclusivity agreement with pop star Taylor Swift. 
Feb. 29, 2024: India begins replacing dozens of 
its military personnel in Maldives with civilian 
technical staff who will operate three aircraft 
given by India to provide humanitarian services. 
 
Feb. 29, 2024: President Biden orders US 
investigation of national security risks posed by 
Chinese-made “smart cars” that can gather 
sensitive information about Americans driving 
them. 
 
March 1, 2024: South Korea’s President Yoon 
calls for unification on the March 1st 
Independence Movement Day, a holiday marking 
a 1919 Korean uprising against Japanese colonial 
rule. 
 
March 1, 2024: China and Thailand implement a 
bilateral visa waiver agreement, enabling visitors 
from both countries to travel between China and 
Thailand without visa requirements. The 
measure is seen as a way to revive Thailand’s 

tourism industry as the new Thai government 
aims to attract more than 8 million Chinese 
visitors in 2024. 
 
March 1, 2024: Tuvalu’s Prime Minister Feleti 
Teo reaffirms that his government will maintain 
diplomatic ties with Taipei, ruling out a shift to 
Beijing. 
 
March 2-8, 2024: China’s Special Representative 
on Eurasian Affairs Li Hui travels to Russia, 
Poland, Ukraine, Germany, and France for his 
second round of talks on the peaceful settlement 
of the Ukraine conflict.  
 
March 4, 2024: Maldives signs a military pact 
with China. 
 
March 4, 2024: South Korea’s National 
Intelligence Service reveals that DPRK hackers 
have broken into at least two ROK makers of 
chipmaking equipment.  
 
March 4, 2024: Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim defends ties with China and complains 
of alleged pressure by the US and its regional 
allies to take sides in the West’s rivalries with 
Beijing. 
 
March 4, 2024: Freedom Shield, a large-scale 
annual US-ROK military drill, begins. North 
Korea calls the ongoing South Korea-US military 
drills a plot to invade the country and threatens 
to take unspecified “responsible” military steps 
in response. 
 
March 4-6, 2024: Australia’s Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese hosts ASEAN and Timor-Leste 
leaders for the ASEAN-Australia Special Summit 
to celebrate 50 years of partnership.  
 
March 5, 2024: Assistant Secretary Kritenbrink 
and Vietnam Standing Vice Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Minh Vu conclude 10th Asia-Pacific 
Dialogue in Hanoi, the first under the US-
Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.  
 
March 5, 2024: United States and India hold 20th 
meeting of the US-India Counter Terrorism Joint 
Working Group and 6th Designations Dialogue in 
Washington, DC. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/02/28/executive-order-on-preventing-access-to-americans-bulk-sensitive-personal-data-and-united-states-government-related-data-by-countries-of-concern/
https://apnews.com/article/marcos-australia-philippines-parliament-china-fb8ccc6b13813c5d7b24422f902d9310
https://www.state.gov/assistant-secretary-for-east-asian-and-pacific-affairs-kritenbrinks-travel-to-singapore-cambodia-thailand-vietnam-and-brunei/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/02/philippine-lawmaker-demands-answers-from-singapore-over-reported-taylor-swift-deal/
https://apnews.com/article/india-maldives-military-personnel-pullout-63fa66003e3b030c3f2ad99b87c39dcd
https://apnews.com/article/china-electric-vehicles-privacy-personal-data-biden-844f2406512b94212ee1a92a61e5a33a
https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-yoon-speech-unification-north-kim-2906115437a953107ab7c4e1303a08c8
https://apnews.com/article/tuvalu-china-taiwan-feleti-teo-australia-b1d48f7f12175b9ff1b7bce79fa200f0
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/GyHcxQ2xclUs8ne6RL0QLA
https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/05/asia/maldives-china-military-assistance-pact-india-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-broke-into-s-korean-chip-equipment-firms-seouls-spy-agency-says-2024-03-04/
https://apnews.com/article/malaysia-china-australia-anwar-ibrahim-b4d75a8423b5265bec1a05d69231965f
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240303001751315
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-south-korea-us-military-drills-c34f927220ccac9c677ffcba5d5f820d
https://aseanaustralia.pmc.gov.au/
https://vn.usembassy.gov/tenth-u-s-vietnam-asia-pacific-dialogue/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-of-the-20th-u-s-india-counterterrorism-joint-working-group/
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March 5, 2024: USS John Finn (DDG 113) conducts 
a routine south-to-north Taiwan Strait transit 
“through a corridor in the Taiwan Strait that is 
beyond any coastal state’s territorial seas.” 
 
March 5, 2024: Chinese and Philippine coast 
guard vessels collide in the South China Sea, 
injuring four Filipino crew members. US 
Department of State releases a press statement 
saying the US “stands with our ally the 
Philippines following the People’s Republic of 
China’s (PRC) provocative actions. 
 
March 5, 2024: Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong defends the country’s exclusive 
arrangement with Taylor Swift. 
 
March 5, 2024: Australia announces a $1.3 billion 
fund to boost investment in Southeast Asia. 
 
March 5-8, 2024: Indian EAM Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar goes on a tour of East Asia, with stops 
in South Korea and Japan, to boost security and 
economic cooperation.  
 
March 6, 2024: Philippines says it won’t let 
China remove a Filipino military outpost on a 
disputed shoal. 
 
March 6, 2024: US Attorney General Merrick 
Garland announces the arrest and indictment of 
a Chinese national residing in California charged 
with theft of trade secrets in connection with an 
alleged plan to steal artificial intelligence-
related technology from Google “while covertly 
working for China-based companies seeking an 
edge in the AI technology race.” 
 
March 6, 2024: ASEAN leaders call for South 
China Sea disputes to be resolved without threats 
or force. 
 
March 7, 2024: Australia upgrades relations with 
Vietnam, beginning an annual dialogue on 
minerals amid a push to shift supply chains away 
from China. 
 
March 7, 2024: Malaysian Prime Minister 
Ibrahim says that attempts to contain China's 

rise will only aggravate the country and sow 
discord in the region. 
 
March 8, 2024: North Korea’s Kim Jong Un 
guides an artillery firing drill, involving units 
near the border that are in firing range of Seoul. 
 
March 8, 2024: Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff says 
North Korea has tried to jam US-ROK navigation 
system during drills; no military or civilian 
damage from first GPS jamming by DPRK in eight 
years is reported.  
 
March 8, 2024: US court orders forfeiture of 145 
crypto accounts tied to North Korea cybercrime, 
Washington alleges two Chinese nationals used 
accounts to launder some $100 million in virtual 
assets stolen by DPRK 
 
March 10-13, 2024: New Zealand’s Foreign 
Minister Winston Peters visits India and says 
that India’s importance to New Zealand’s 
society, economy, and security is growing. 
March 11, 2024: President Biden’s 2025 budget 
proposal includes a $100 million request to help 
Taiwan strengthen cross-strait deterrence. 
Defense Department requests $500 million to 
replenish US munitions stockpiles drawn down 
to aid Taiwan through Presidential Drawdown 
Authority. 
 
March 12, 2024: China protests against Prime 
Minister Modi’s new tunnel built in territories 
along the two countries’ disputed Himalayan 
border. 
 
March 12, 2024: China demands that Japan set up 
a compensation system for potential economic 
damage from the release of treated radioactive 
wastewater from the Fukushima nuclear plant. 
 
March 12, 2024: China’s foreign ministry 
responds to Biden’s budget proposal, saying it 
“strongly opposes” US efforts to arm Taiwan and 
“will take resolute measures to firmly safeguard 
its own sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

March 13, 2024: SDF and US Marine Corps 
conduct the annual Iron Fist exercise to practice 
recapturing remote Japanese Islands.  

https://www.c7f.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/3694773/7th-fleet-destroyer-transits-taiwan-strait/
https://apnews.com/article/philippines-china-south-china-sea-collision-e69d9506e85d1d23685db4f220b50d71
https://www.state.gov/u-s-support-for-the-philippines-in-the-south-china-sea-8/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/05/asia/singapore-taylor-swift-southeast-asia-intl-hnk/index.html
https://thediplomat.com/2024/03/australia-announces-1-3-billion-fund-to-boost-investment-in-southeast-asia/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/03/india-looks-to-step-up-security-and-economic-cooperation-with-japan-south-korea/
https://apnews.com/article/south-china-sea-philippines-tension-clash-thomas-5024df819b8ae87b99c24e179f9da774
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndca/pr/chinese-national-residing-california-arrested-theft-artificial-intelligence-related
https://apnews.com/article/asean-australia-china-laos-myanmar-c0170076f1d77c57319e5b209cc01264
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/australia-upgrades-relations-with-vietnam-strategic-partnership-2024-03-07/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/trying-to-contain-china-will-only-fuel-its-grievances-says-malaysian-pm
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-guides-artillery-firing-drill-by-korean-peoples-army-kcna-says-2024-03-07/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/03/north-korea-tried-to-jam-us-rok-navigation-system-during-drills-seoul-says/
https://www.nknews.org/2024/03/us-court-orders-forfeiture-of-145-crypto-accounts-tied-to-north-korea-cybercrime/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indias-importance-to-new-zealands-society-economy-and-security-is-growing-says-new-zealand-dy-pm/articleshow/108476394.cms
https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202403120006
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3255065/china-protests-india-tunnel-opening-warns-it-will-only-complicate-border-issue?module=top_story&pgtype=homepage
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2024/03/714d61e53485-china-demands-japan-start-fukushima-treated-water-compensation-system.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3255137/beijing-hits-back-after-biden-white-house-seeks-us100-million-boost-taiwans-cross-strait-deterrence?module=top_story&pgtype=homepage
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15197048
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March 13, 2024: Thailand expects to complete its 
negotiations over a free trade agreement with the 
European Union by the end of next year. 
 
March 14, 2024: North Korea hosts a military 
demonstration involving a new battle tank, as 
South Korea and the US wrap up joint drills. 
 
March 14, 2024: President Joe Biden opposes the 
planned sale of US Steel to Japan’s Nippon Steel, 
saying that the US needs to “maintain strong 
American steel companies powered by American 
steel workers.” 
 
March 15, 2024: India rejects US concern over the 
implementation of a religion-based citizenship 
law as “misplaced, misinformed, and 
unwarranted.” 
 
March 17, 2024: Russian President Vladimir 
Putin officially wins his fifth presidential term 
with 87.28% of the vote.  
 
March 18, 2024: North Korea fires short-range 
ballistic missiles into the sea for the first time in 
two months, as US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken visits Seoul for a conference hosted by 
President Yoon Suk Yeol on advancing 
democracy. 
 
March 18, 2024: China’s foreign minister meets 
New Zealand counterpart at the start of a tour 
that will also include Australia. 
 
March 19, 2024: Kim Jong Un oversees firing 
drills in the western region of North Korea by 
artillery units involving “newly-equipped 
super-large” rocket launchers. 
 
March 19, 2024: US officials approve legislation 
providing billions of dollars in funding for the 
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau. 
 
March 19, 2024: US Secretary of State Blinken 
underscores Washington’s “ironclad 
commitment” to help defend the Philippines in 
case of an armed attack against its forces in a 

news conference with Philippine counterpart 
Enrique Manalo. 
 
March 19, 2024: US State Department 
spokesperson says that the US believes Hong 
Kong’s new national security law has the 
potential to accelerate the closing of a once open 
society. 
 
March 19-20, 2024: Japan hosts officials from 14 
Pacific Island countries for the 2nd Japan Pacific 
Islands Defence Dialogue.  
 
March 20, 2024: North Korea says it has 
successfully conducted a ground jet test of a 
solid-fuel engine for a new type of intermediate 
hypersonic missile amid heightened tensions on 
the Korean Peninsula. 

March 20, 2024: Japanese Coast Guard states 
that a fleet of Chinese ships sailed in the 
territorial waters of the Diaoyu Islands on March 
20.  

March 20, 2024: Taiwan's foreign minister says 
that China has built “enormous” military bases 
on three islands in the South China Sea, but 
Taipei is not looking to further escalate tensions. 
 
March 20, 2024: China’s Wang Yi meets with 
Australian counterpart Penny Wong in 
Canberra—the most highest level meeting in 
Australia between the two nations since 2017. 
 
March 21, 2024: China opposes the “denigration 
and smearing” by the US of the new Hong Kong 
security law passed earlier this week. 
 
March 21, 2024: A report by the UN panel of 
experts shows that North Korea engages in 
"malicious" cyber activities to generate about 
half of its foreign currency revenue and bankroll 
its weapons programs. 
 
March 21, 2024: Vietnamese President Vo Van 
Thuong, in office only a year, is pushed out of 
power in the Vietnamese Communist Party’s 
anti-corruption purge. A successor is not yet 
named. 
 

https://thediplomat.com/2024/03/thailand-eu-free-trade-pact-on-track-for-completion-in-2025-thai-pm-says/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-guided-military-demonstration-involving-tanks-kcna-says-2024-03-13/
https://apnews.com/article/biden-steel-nippon-kishida-merger-purchase-201b3d5719bcf77067cb81d181442afb
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/3/15/india-rejects-us-concern-over-citizenship-law-as-misplaced-unwarranted
https://tass.com/politics/1760851
https://www.reuters.com/world/north-korea-fires-ballistic-missile-south-korea-military-says-2024-03-17/
https://apnews.com/article/new-zealand-china-wang-yi-16366a4f9dd07141266856a17f3f7c45
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-koreas-kim-oversees-firing-drills-with-super-large-rocket-launchers-state-2024-03-18/
https://apnews.com/article/us-pacific-islands-aid-cofa-palau-marshall-islands-micronesia-aa62e9323f25ec049c48c855bdda6b80
https://apnews.com/article/us-philippines-blinken-marcos-south-china-sea-0c39aa94e32469f3d608561c2c0f167c
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/mar/21/article-23-national-security-law-china-criticism-of-hong-kong-controversial
https://www.mod.go.jp/en/article/2024/04/133b72b88bef1421b1f5394f6ae75693291492db.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240320001251315?section=nk/nk
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15204732
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwan-warns-enormous-chinese-bases-near-its-schina-sea-holding-2024-03-20/
https://apnews.com/article/australia-china-yang-wong-trade-tariffs-b1e5eb1a0ff21df049fc03c08ba270ac
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-hits-back-us-criticising-new-hong-kong-security-law-2024-03-21/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240321001100315?section=national/diplomacy
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-68622794
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March 21, 2024: China's coast guard says a 
number of Philippine personnel ignored its 
warnings and illegally landed on a reef in the 
Spratly Islands. 
 
March 22, 2024: China and Singapore announce 
that they will restart a high-level bilateral forum, 
the Social Governance Forum, in June.  
 
March 22, 2024: Unidentified gunmen conduct a 
terrorist attack in Crocus City Hall in 
Krasnogorsk in the Moscow Region, killing 143 
people and wounding more than 80.  
 
March 22, 2024: Chinese coast guard ships 
unsuccessfully attempt to block two Philippine 
government vessels carrying scientists from 
reaching two sandbars in the South China Sea. 
 
March 22, 2024: Australia and the UK criticize 
China for its actions in Hong Kong and the South 
China Sea and its support of Russia. 
 
March 22, 2024: Philippines plans to build a port 
in its northernmost islands without help from 
the US military.  

March 23, 2024: Japanese government 
announces plans to build underground 
evacuation shelters capable of accommodating 
residents for about two weeks in times of 
emergency in remote islands near Taiwan, 
including Yonaguni and Ishigaki.  

March 23, 2024: State Department issues a 
statement condemning PRC actions against 
Philippine maritime operations in the South 
China Sea, pointing to the repeated use of water 
cannons and reckless blocking maneuvers 
resulted in injuries to Filipino service members 
and significant damage to their resupply vessel, 
rendering it immobile.  
 
March 23, 2024: President Biden signs into law 
the US federal government’s Fiscal Year 2024 
spending bill, which includes $300 million in 
Foreign Military Financing loans for Taiwan 
under the State Department. 
 
March 23, 2024: Another major incident takes 
place involving Chinese Coast Guard ships 
blocking access to Second Thomas Shoal by a 

Philippines supply ship with construction 
materials and two accompanying Coast Guard 
vessels. Beijing accuses the United States of 
instigating Manila’s provocations and warns 
that Manila’s relations with China were “at a 
cross roads.” 
 
March 24-April 1, 2024: Nepal’s newly-
appointed foreign minister, Narayan Kaji 
Shrestha, visits China on his first foreign visit. 
 
March 25, 2024: North Korea says that Prime 
Minister Kishida Fumio has offered to meet with 
leader Kim Jong Un but stresses that prospects 
for this summit depend on Tokyo tolerating the 
North’s weapons program and ignoring its past 
abductions of Japanese nationals. 
 
March 25, 2024: Secretary Blinken meets 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son in 
Washington, for the inaugural Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership foreign ministerial 
meeting. 
 
March 25, 2024: Philippines lodges its 
“strongest protest” against Beijing after a water 
cannon assault by the Chinese coast guard 
injured Filipino navy crew members in the South 
China Sea.  
 
March 25, 2024: US and UK accuse hackers linked 
to China of being behind “malicious” cyber 
campaigns targeting political figures. 
 
March 26, 2024: China responds to the hacking 
allegations, urging the US and UK to stop 
slandering and smearing China and imposing 
unilateral sanctions on the country. 
 
March 26, 2024: World’s longest twin-lane 
tunnel officially opens, resulting in a heated 
exchange of remarks between Beijing and New 
Delhi. Both countries claim the Arunachal 
Pradesh region where it was built. 
 
March 26, 2024: New Zealand alleges that 
hackers linked to the Chinese government 
launched a state-sponsored operation that 
targeted New Zealand’s Parliament in 2021. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-coast-guard-says-philippine-personnel-ignored-warnings-illegally-landed-2024-03-21/
https://tass.com/emergencies/1765107
https://tass.com/emergencies/1765107
https://english.news.cn/20240323/8587d18589434e959d993d699f7e8fad/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20240323/8587d18589434e959d993d699f7e8fad/c.html
https://apnews.com/article/philippines-china-coast-guard-confrontation-scientists-615b3968ea0c4698ac9d80b438da2d30
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/australia-britain-warn-potentially-devastating-consequences-israeli-operation-2024-03-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/philippines-build-new-islands-port-near-taiwan-without-us-help-governor-says-2024-03-22/
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240323-176270/
https://www.state.gov/u-s-support-for-the-philippines-in-the-south-china-sea-9/
https://www.chinadailyhk.com/hk/article/382777
https://thediplomat.com/2024/03/china-courts-nepals-new-left-alliance-government/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/03/north-korea-says-japans-prime-minister-offered-to-meet-with-leader-kim-jong-un-soon/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-blinkens-meeting-with-vietnamese-foreign-minister-son-2/
https://apnews.com/article/south-china-sea-philippines-shoal-f789f10b3a47ee0d22e8dec59df57eb2
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/03/25/britain-blames-china-for-hack-that-accessed-data-of-millions-of-voters.html
https://www.reuters.com/technology/cybersecurity/evidence-britain-provided-hacking-allegations-was-insufficient-says-chinese-2024-03-26/
https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/construction/worlds-longest-twin-lane-sela-tunnel-in-arunachal-inaugurated-by-pm/108362408
https://apnews.com/article/new-zealand-china-cyber-security-hacking-e0515ff0b4218b077d62de401f23b5b1
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March 26, 2024: China files a WTO complaint 
against the US over what it says are 
discriminatory requirements for electric vehicle 
subsidies. 
 
March 27, 2024: President Xi meets 
representatives of US business, strategic and 
academic communities at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing. It is his first meeting with a 
visiting US business delegation since 2015.  
 
March 27, 2024: India strongly rejects remarks 
made by the United States and Germany on the 
arrest of key opposition leader and Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal a month before its 
national election. 
 
March 27, 2024: China’s Xi calls for closer trade 
ties with the US during a meeting with top 
American business leaders.  
 
March 27, 2024: Taiwan commissions two new 
navy ships as a safeguard against the rising 
threat from China, which has been increasing its 
naval and air force missions around the island. 
 
March 28, 2024: China lifts its punitive tariffs on 
Australia’s wine exports, signaling an end to a 
three-year campaign of trade pressure on 
Canberra. 
 
March 28, 2024: US Marines join a large-scale 
combined exercise at a high-tech training 
facility in South Korea for the first time amid 
efforts to boost readiness against North Korean 
threats. 
 
March 28, 2024: President Marcos says that the 
Philippines will take action against dangerous 
attacks by the Chinese coast guard and suspected 
militia ships in the South China Sea. 
 
March 29, 2024: US, Japan, and South Korea hold 
their second “Trilateral Diplomacy Working 
Group for Foreign Ministry Cooperation on North 
Korea’s Cyber Threats.” 
 

March 29, 2024: North Korea's foreign minister 
says the country has no interest in dialogue with 
Japan. 
 
March 29, 2024: Spokesman of former 
Philippine leader Rodrigo Duterte alleges that 
Duterte made a “gentleman’s agreement” with 
Chinese President Xi to maintain the status quo 
in the South China Sea while he was in office. 
 
March 30, 2024: US says it will impose new visa 
restrictions on a number of Hong Kong officials 
over the crackdown on rights and freedoms in the 
Chinese-ruled territory. 

March 31, 2024: According to Japan’s Coast 
Guard, two Chinese Coast guard ships stay in 
Japanese waters near the contested Senkaku 
(Diaoyu) Islands for more than two days before 
leaving on the 30th.  

April 1, 2024: Indonesian President-elect 
Prabowo Subianto pledges to continue his 
country’s friendly policy toward China as he 
meets with Chinese leader Xi in Beijing. 

April 2, 2024: Japanese government designates 
16 airports and ports in seven prefectures where 
the SDFs and the coast guard will be granted 
peacetime use, as part of efforts to boost the 
country’s defenses.  

April 2, 2024: Philippines’ national security 
adviser and US counterpart discuss “coercive, 
aggressive and deceptive actions” by Beijing in 
the South China Sea. 
 
April 2, 2024: ISEAS-Yusof Institute in 
Singapore releases the 2024 State of Southeast 
Asia Survey. The Survey finds that a slight 
majority of respondents in the region would 
align with China rather than the United States if 
they felt compelled to choose. 
 
April 2, 2024: North Korea fires a suspected 
intermediate-range ballistic missile into the sea, 
drawing swift condemnation from South Korea, 
Japan, and the US. 
 
April 2, 2024: India rejects China's renaming of 
nearly 30 places in its northeastern Himalayan 

https://apnews.com/article/china-us-wto-electric-vehicle-subsidies-5048c991624f7be5e4800490e3b1273d
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202403/t20240327_11271964.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/3/27/india-rejects-remarks-by-us-germany-on-opposition-leader-kejriwals-arrest
https://thediplomat.com/2024/03/chinas-xi-jinping-meets-with-us-business-leaders/
https://apnews.com/article/china-taiwan-military-ships-navy-threat-2db7c1833c224939da9b5b5932b516ef
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-28/china-scraps-tariffs-on-australian-wine-as-relations-improve
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240328003800315?section=national/defense
https://apnews.com/article/philippines-marcos-south-china-sea-disputes-6b50cbdb481a5fa1896b95aa0b2921d5
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_000001_00253.html
https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=322509&page=5
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-rules-out-any-meetings-with-japanese-officials-kcna-says-2024-03-29/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3257138/philippines-rodrigo-duterte-and-chinas-xi-jinping-allegedly-had-unwritten-pact-south-china-sea?module=inline&pgtype=article
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/U.S.-to-impose-new-visa-restrictions-on-Hong-Kong-officials
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240331-177769/
https://apnews.com/article/china-indonesia-subianto-xi-meeting-fa60eab4885490a298ef8baf51004c9a
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/defense-security/20240402-178034/
https://www.reuters.com/world/philippines-us-top-security-officials-discuss-chinas-coercive-aggressive-actions-2024-04-02/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/SSEA2024_Media-Release-Final.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/north-korea-fires-ballistic-missile-south-korea-says-2024-04-01/
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/india-rejects-chinas-renaming-30-places-himalayan-border-state-2024-04-02/


 
REGIONAL OVERVIEW | MAY 2024 

23 

state of Arunachal Pradesh, calling the move 
“senseless” and reaffirming that the border 
province is an “integral” part of India. 
 
April 3, 2024: President Biden speaks with 
China’s Xi for nearly two hours on a range of 
topics including TikTok ownership, tensions in 
the South China Sea, and whether American 
sanctions against China amounted to de-risking 
or decoupling. 

April 3, 2024: Japan's industry ministry approves 
subsidies up to 590 billion yen ($3.9 billion) for 
chip foundry venture Rapidus as Tokyo pushes 
forward with plans to rebuild the country's chip 
manufacturing base amid concerns over supply 
chain security.  

April 3, 2024: US issues a response of “strong 
opposition” to China’s renaming of geographical 
areas—mountains, rivers, and residential 
areas—in the Indian-administered Arunachal 
Pradesh state. Washington’s statement of 
opposition comes after Beijing released a list of 
30 new names for places along the 1,865-mile 
disputed Himalayan border between China and 
India, citing China’s list issuance as a “unilateral 
attempt” to assert claim over the disputed 
territory of strategic interest. 
 
April 3, 2024: Philippines says it is prepared to 
respond to China's attempts to disrupt its supply 
missions in the South China Sea and protect its 
troops stationed in the waterway. 
 
April 3, 2024: Indonesia’s Prabowo meets Prime 
Minister Kishida and says he wants to deepen 
security and economic cooperation with Japan.  
 
April 3-4, 2024: Representatives from US Indo-
Pacific Command, US Pacific Fleet, and US Pacific 
Air Forces meet with People's Liberation Army 
representatives in Honolulu, Hawaii for the first 
Military Maritime Consultative Agreement 
working group held since December 2021. 
 
April 4, 2024: Starting a five-day visit to China, 
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen calls on China 
to address manufacturing overcapacity and to 
create a level playing field for American 
companies and workers. 

 
April 4-5, 2024: US-EU Trade and Technology 
Council holds its sixth ministerial meeting and 
releases a joint statement saying the parties have 
“engaged with other countries who share our 
concerns about China’s non-market policies and 
practices in the medical devices sector, and 
conveyed these concerns directly to China.” 
 
April 6, 2024: US and China hold maritime 
military talks this week in Hawaii. 
 
April 7, 2024: South Korea launches its second 
military spy satellite into orbit, days after North 
Korea reaffirmed its plan to launch multiple 
reconnaissance satellites this year. 
 
April 7, 2024: Vietnam National Assembly 
Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue meets President Xi in 
Beijing and proposes more cooperation on trade 
and development projects. 
 
April 7, 2024: Australia-Japan-Philippines-
United States Maritime Cooperative Activity 
takes place in the disputed South China Sea.  
 
April 8, 2024: UK, US, and Australia consider 
working with Japan through their AUKUS 
security pact. 
 
April 8, 2024: US Department of Commerce 
announces a $6.6 billion subsidy and up to $5 
billion in loans to support TSMC’s new fab 
facility in Arizona. 
 
April 8, 2024: Prime Minister Kishida arrives in 
Washington, kicking off a six-day official visit. 
 
April 8, 2024: President Xi and Russia’s foreign 
minister, Sergey Lavrov, meet in Beijing. 
 
April 9, 2024: President Marcos says he is 
“horrified” to learn of an agreement between his 
predecessor and China that bars Manila from 
shipping construction materials to a military 
outpost in the South China Sea. 
 
April 10, 2024: Former Taiwan president and 
KMT elder Ma Ying-jeou meets President Xi in 
Beijing, their first meeting since November 2015, 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Biden-and-Xi-discuss-TikTok-South-China-Sea-and-de-risking-in-call
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15218213
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/philippines-says-it-is-committed-maintaining-position-second-thomas-shoal-2024-04-03/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/04/prabowo-pledges-closer-ties-with-japan-following-china-visit/
https://www.pacom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/3731939/us-lndo-pacific-command-representatives-meet-with-chinese-counterparts-at-milit/
https://apnews.com/article/yellen-china-trade-overcapacity-ev-solar-7f861ff193fdc35b355c650fb84d204c
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2024/april/us-eu-joint-statement-trade-and-technology-council
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/US-China-tensions/U.S.-and-China-resume-talks-to-avoid-accidental-clashes-at-sea
https://thediplomat.com/2024/04/south-korea-launches-its-2nd-military-spy-satellite-as-north-korea-vows-to-do-the-same/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/vietnam-national-assembly-chairman-meets-chinas-president-xi-beijing-2024-04-08/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3733095/joint-statement-australia-japan-philippines-united-states-maritime-cooperative/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-uk-australia-considering-cooperation-with-japan-aukus-pact-2024-04-08/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-s-Kishida-and-Biden-to-establish-Indo-Pacific-disaster-relief-hub
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/09/world/asia/xi-lavrov-russia-china.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-04-10/marcos-says-he-s-horrified-of-duterte-sea-deal-with-china
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when they met in Singapore as Ma’s presidency 
drew to a close. 
 
April 10, 2024: President Biden and Prime 
Minister Kishida issue a joint leaders' statement, 
declaring that their countries will be “global 
partners” going forward, acting together on the 
world stage to uphold a free and open 
international order based on the rule of law. 
 
April 10, 2024: South Korea’s ruling People 
Power Party suffers a defeat in National 
Assembly elections, raising questions about the 
long-term sustainability of President Yoon Suk 
Yeol’s agenda.  
 
April 10, 2024: China accuses the EU of 
protectionism and “reckless distortion” of the 
definition of subsidies in response to a new EU 
investigation into Chinese wind turbine makers. 

April 11, 2024: Prime Minister Kishida addresses 
a joint session of the US Congress. He states that 
“China's current external stance and military 
actions present an unprecedented and the 
greatest strategic challenge, not only to the peace 
and security of Japan but to the peace and 
stability of the international community at 
large.”  

April 11, 2024: Visiting Kim Jong Il University of 
Military and Politics (some DPRK media style this 
Kim Jong Il Military and Political Academy), Kim 
Jong Un says: “Now is the time to be more 
thoroughly prepared for a war than ever before.” 
KCNA’s photos show blurred maps and a model, 
which appear to depict South Korea and central 
Seoul. 
 
April 11, 2024: China bans senior executives from 
two US defense contractors, General Atomics 
Aeronautical Systems and General Dynamics 
Land Systems, in retaliation for US sales of their 
systems to Taiwan. 
 
April 11, 2024: President Biden hosts a first-ever 
joint meeting with the leaders of Japan and the 
Philippines.  
 

April 11, 2024: China's top legislator Zhao Leji 
says China is willing to work closely with the 
North Korean legislature to help relations reach 
a “higher level.” 
 
April 11, 2024: Japan-Philippines-US Summit 
takes place between PM Kishida, President 
Marcos, and President Joe Biden. Japan-
Philippines Foreign Ministers’ Meeting is also 
held between FM Kamikawa and FS Manalo.  
 
April 12, 2024: US holds a two-day joint military 
exercise with Japan and South Korea. 
 
April 12, 2024: US, Japan, and South Korea 
conclude two-day naval exercise to strengthen 
response capabilities against the North. 
April 12, 2024: Inaugural Philippines-United 
States 3+3 Senior Officials Meeting is launched in 
Washington. 
 
April 13, 2024: China's Zhao meets Kim Jong Un 
in Pyongyang, expressing Beijing's willingness 
to deepen trust and boost cooperation. 

April 14, 2024: Aiming to reduce their reliance on 
China for critical minerals, Japan, the US and the 
Philippines agree to a framework for a stable 
supply of nickel under which resource-rich 
countries and high-consumption countries in 
Europe, Africa and other regions work together 
to share information and invest in developing 
critical minerals.  

April 16, 2024: South Korea summons a Japanese 
diplomat to protest against Japan’s claim on a 
group of islands at the center of a longstanding 
territorial dispute. 
 
April 16, 2024: US reiterates to China its concerns 
over what it sees as industrial overcapacity in 
China, prompting Beijing officials to push back 
against that accusation. 
 
April 16, 2024: US Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin and Chinese counterpart Dong Jun hold 
their first substantive talks in nearly 18 months 
as the two countries work to restore military ties. 
 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Biden-and-Kishida-strengthen-bonds-to-defend-global-order
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/south-korea-opposition-wins-landslide-parliamentary-vote-resounding-blow-yoon-2024-04-10/
https://apnews.com/article/china-eu-subsidies-investigation-wind-7795793693138377537e0253821c8a9a
https://thediplomat.com/2024/04/the-elephant-in-the-room-an-imminent-danger-to-the-japan-us-alliance/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Full-text-of-Japanese-Prime-Minister-Kishida-s-speech-to-U.S.-Congress
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1712837105-321117761/respected-comrade-kim-jong-un-visits-kim-jong-il-military-and-political-academy/
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240411001352315?section=search
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/11/us/politics/biden-japan-philippines-summit.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-says-it-is-ready-work-closely-with-north-korea-help-relations-reach-higher-2024-04-11/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/s_sa/sea2/ph/pageite_000001_00267.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/s_sa/sea2/ph/pageite_000001_00270.html
https://apnews.com/article/japan-us-south-korea-china-joint-exercise-navy-204e42c39a1a52c0392c4004edcb7bd1
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240412002400315?section=search
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/04/12/joint-readout-of-inaugural-u-s-philippines-33-meeting/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-willing-enhance-north-korean-ties-top-legislator-says-visit-xinhua-reports-2024-04-13/
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/business/economy/20240414-180288/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/south-korea-foreign-ministry-summons-japan-diplomat-over-disputed-islands-2024-04-16/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-04-16/us-and-china-continue-to-spar-over-overcapacity-claims
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/4/17/china-us-defence-chiefs-hold-first-substantive-talks-in-nearly-18-months
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April 16, 2024: Fourth US-People’s Republic of 
China Economic and Financial Working Groups 
are held in Washington, DC, both of which 
discuss macro- and micro-issues of import and 
conclude with mutual commitments to 
continually deepen bilateral communications. 
 
April 17, 2024: US Navy flies an aircraft through 
the Taiwan Strait, as China sends fighter jets to 
monitor the plane’s passage. 
 
April 17, 2024: President Biden gives a speech in 
a presidential campaign stop at the United 
Steelworkers Headquarters in Pennsylvania 
titled “New Actions to Protect US Steel and 
Shipbuilding Industry from China’s Unfair 
Practices.”  
 
April 17, 2024: US, Japanese, and South Korean 
finance leaders agree to consult closely on 
foreign exchange and market developments in a 
trilateral meeting. 
 
April 17, 2024: Office of the USTR, following a 
review of a petition filed on March 12 by five US 
national labor unions, initiates a Section 301 
investigation into “the PRC’s longstanding 
efforts to dominate the maritime, logistics, and 
shipbuilding sectors.” Beijing expresses strong 
dissatisfaction to the investigation.  
 
April 18-23, 2024: China’s Wang Yi pays an 
official visit to Indonesia, Cambodia, and Papua 
New Guinea. 
 
April 18, 2024: China’s Wang Yi meets 
Indonesian counterpart, Retno Marsudi, in 
Jakarta, and the two nations pledge to strengthen 
economic ties and maintain peace and stability in 
the region. 
 
April 18, 2024: China claims that China and the 
Philippines entered a “gentleman's agreement” 
to avoid conflict in the South China Sea under 
former President Duterte. 
 
April 18, 2024: ASEAN Foreign Ministers issue a 
joint statement of concern over the recent 
escalation of conflict in Myanmar, including 
around Myawaddy, Kayin State, along the border 
area between Myanmar and Thailand and in 
Rakhine State of Myanmar, both which have 
caused significant displacement of civilians. 

 
April 19, 2024: General elections begin in India to 
determined majority control of the Lok Sabha, 
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking a 
third term. Voting is to continue through June 1.  
 
April 19, 2024: Meeting in Washington, G7 
foreign ministers call peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait "indispensable to security and 
prosperity for the whole international 
community," and call for peaceful resolution of 
cross-strait issues. They add, "We support 
Taiwan's meaningful participation in 
international organizations, including in the 
World Health Assembly and WHO technical 
meetings." 
 
April 19, 2024: Taiwan says China's decision to 
open new air routes that run close to two 
Taiwanese-controlled islands was a flight safety 
risk taken without consultation. 
 
April 20, 2024: China's Ministry of Commerce 
imposes anti-dumping duties on polycarbonate 
imported from Taiwan for a period of five years. 
 
April 22, 2024: US-Philippine 39th Balikatan 
Exercise, joined in part by the French navy and set 
to conclude on May 10, kicks off in the South 
China Sea region. 
 
April 22, 2024: China accuses the US of “stoking 
military confrontation” with the recent 
deployment of a powerful missile launcher to 
exercises in the Philippines. 
 
April 23, 2024: Japan’s coastguard extends an 
initiative designed to help other nations counter 
Chinese expansion in the South China Sea to the 
Marshall Islands and Micronesia. 
 
April 23-25, 2024: US and South Korean officials 
meet in Hawaii for talks on sharing the cost of 
keeping American troops in South Korea, with 
the US seeking “a fair and equitable outcome” 
that will strengthen the alliance. 

April 24, 2024: Descendants of 18 Chinese 
"comfort women" who were sexually exploited 
by Japanese soldiers during World War II file 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2257
https://apnews.com/article/us-china-taiwan-strait-flight-ea835c8b35b63a50b5354a5dc9280116
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2024/04/17/remarks-by-president-biden-on-new-actions-to-protect-u-s-steel-and-shipbuilding-industry-from-chinas-unfair-practices-pittsburgh-pa/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us-japan-korea-finance-leaders-agree-consult-foreign-exchange-market-2024-04-17/
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2024/april/ustr-initiates-section-301-investigation-chinas-targeting-maritime-logistics-and-shipbuilding
http://english.scio.gov.cn/pressroom/2024-04/18/content_117133314.htm
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2024/04/16/wang-yi-to-visit-indonesia-cambodia-and-papua-new-guinea.html
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https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/China-claims-South-China-Sea-deal-with-Philippines-Duterte
https://asean.org/asean-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-escalation-of-conflicts-in-myanmar/
https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202404200003
https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202404200003
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-opens-new-air-routes-near-taiwanese-islands-2024-04-19/
https://focustaiwan.tw/cross-strait/202404190015
https://focustaiwan.tw/cross-strait/202404190015
https://www.marforpac.marines.mil/Media-Room/Pacific-Marines-Stories/Article/Article/3749906/exercise-balikatan-2024-kicks-off-with-opening-ceremony-highlighting-ironclad-a/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/22/asia/us-land-attack-missile-philippines-china-intl-hnk-ml/index.html
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3259940/japan-extends-anti-china-coastguard-training-push-south-china-sea-pacific-islands?module=top_story&pgtype=homepage
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/us-south-korea-meet-american-troop-costs-this-week-2024-04-22/
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lawsuits in the Shanxi High People's Court 
against the Japanese government.  

April 24, 2024: President-elect Lai Ching-te 
announces ministerial level appointments to his 
national security and cross-Strait team. Almost 
all are holdovers from President Tsai’s team, 
signaling again Lai’s stated commitment to 
continue Tsai’s policies. 
 
April 24, 2024: US Congress passes a sweeping 
foreign aid package which includes arms support 
for Taiwan, as China urges Washington to stop 
selling weapons to Taipei. 
April 24-26, 2024: US Secretary of State Blinken 
goes on an official visit to China.  

April 25, 2024: According to a survey conducted 
by Yomiuri in February and March, 84% of 
respondents feel that Japan is in a threatening 
security environment. Respondents who 
considered China a threat rose to 91%, up five 
percentage points from last year’s survey.  

April 26, 2024: France and the Philippines plan 
to begin talks next month on a defense pact that 
would allow troops from each country to hold 
exercises in the other’s territory. 
 
April 26, 2024: Department of Homeland 
Security announces the establishment of the 
Artificial Intelligence Safety and Security Board 
to advise the Department and the broader public 
on the “safe and secure development and 
deployment of AI technology in our nation’s 
critical infrastructure” to stay ahead of 
potentially hostile nation-state actors such as 
the PRC. 
 
April 26, 2024: Korean Central News Agency 
reports that North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
has guided the test of a rocket developed by 
“newly-founded” military factory, as North 
Korea celebrates 92nd founding anniversary of 
the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army. 
 
April 26, 2024: US Secretary of State Blinken 
raises concerns about China's support for 
Russia's military, during five-and-a-half hours 
of talks with China's Wang Yi in Beijing. 
 

April 27, 2024: Philippines denies the Chinese 
claim that the two countries reached an 
agreement over an escalating maritime dispute 
in the South China Sea, calling the claim 
propaganda. 
 
April 29, 2024: China hints that it would retaliate 
after President Biden signed legislation to boost 
Taiwan's defenses and get TikTok's Chinese 
owner to divest from the social media platform. 
 
April 29, 2024: Philippines’ House of 
Representatives begins to investigate former 
President Duterte over a pact he allegedly made 
with China. 
 
April 29, 2024: US and Taiwan start another in-
person negotiating round for the US-Taiwan 
Initiative on 21st Century Trade in Taipei. 
 
April 29, 2024: Victor Cha conducts the first US 
multi-question polling of strategic elites in 
South Korea on the nuclear question and finds 
that the vast majority of South Korean strategic 
elites (66%) do not favor nuclearization and that 
confidence in the United States as a security 
provider remains strong. 
 
April 30, 2024: Philippines accuses China's coast 
guard of harassment and of damaging two of its 
boats in the South China Sea, rejecting Beijing's 
position that it had expelled those vessels from 
the hotly contested shoal. 
 
April 30, 2024: US Labor Department official 
calls on international companies to leave 
Xinjiang due to forced labor concerns. 
 
April 30, 2024: US Authorities announce that 
Indian agents may have been involved in the 
attempted murder of a Sikh separatist in the 
United States, and the assassination of another in 
Canada. India’s foreign ministry said The 
Washington Post report made “unwarranted and 
unsubstantiated imputations on a serious 
matter,” while New Delhi is investigating the 
issue. 
 
April 30, 2024: MOU reports that in the first 
quarter 43 North Korean  defectors—eight men 

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202404/23/WS6626f14ca31082fc043c3571.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwan-happy-with-us-aid-package-china-objects-arms-sales-2024-04-24/
https://apnews.com/article/us-china-taiwan-ukraine-tiktok-blinken-d5bb4be65f98f4c5b830b2b1d00dcb90
https://apnews.com/article/france-philippines-defense-agreement-c63eeb735d7a907c5da5a1ad815f9dee
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2024/04/26/over-20-technology-and-critical-infrastructure-executives-civil-rights-leaders
https://www.nknews.org/2024/04/kim-jong-un-visits-military-university-on-key-army-holiday/
https://www.reuters.com/world/blinken-meet-chinese-counterpart-wang-yi-beijing-2024-04-26/#:%7E:text=As%20the%20pair%20settled%20into,facing%20all%20kinds%20of%20disruptions.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/philippines-denies-deal-with-china-over-disputed-south-china-sea-shoal-2024-04-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china-hints-retaliation-after-biden-signs-taiwan-tiktok-legislation-2024-04-29/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1223684
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2024/april/united-states-and-taiwan-hold-negotiating-round-us-taiwan-initiative-21st-century-trade
https://www.csis.org/analysis/breaking-bad-south-koreas-nuclear-option
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/chinas-coast-guard-expels-philippine-vessels-scarborough-shoal-state-media-says-2024-04-30/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/us-labor-official-calls-companies-exit-chinas-xinjiang-2024-04-30/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/reported-indian-role-assassination-plots-serious-matter-white-house-sa-rcna149929
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20240430004400315?section=search
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and 35 women—arrived in the South: fewer than 
in the previous quarter (57), but more than in the 
same period in 2023 (34). 
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